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DATES TO REMEMBER

Farmers Market - Tuesdays 4 pm - 7 pm
City Hall Closed - July 4th
Concerts in the Park - July 10, 17, 24, 31 
Utility Bills Due - July 25th
Friends of LGR Clean Up - July 27th 
Locally Legit Golf Outing & Street Fest -Aug 2nd
Concerts in the Park - August 7 
79th Annual DeWitt Ox Roast - Aug 15, 16, 17
US 27 Motor Tour Cruise-In - Aug 20th
Friends of LGR Clean Up - Aug 24th 
City Hall Closed - Sept 1st for Labor Day
Brush Pickup - Week of Sept 15th
Summer Taxes Due - September 30th

Utility Bills were mailed on July 1st and are due by July
25th. Summer tax bills are mailed in the beginning of
July and are due by September 30, 2025. Utility Bills and
Tax Bills can both be paid online.

Online Utility Payments
There are no service fees for paying your utility bill with
e-check online, however, there will be a 3.5% fee for
paying with credit/debit card or digital payment apps. 

Online Tax Payments
There is a service fee of $1.95 for paying your tax bill
with e-check online, and a 3.5% fee for paying with
credit/debit card or digital payment apps. 

The City of DeWitt has officially transitioned from
InvoiceCloud to BS&A Online Payments as our new
online payment provider. If you were previously
enrolled in autopay through InvoiceCloud, you will
need to re-enroll with BS&A. Here’s how to get started:

1. Create a new BS&A account. 2. Add a payment
method. 3. Locate your utility bill. 4. Manually pay your
first bill to link your property to your new account. 
5. Once your property is linked, you can enroll in
autopay for future utility payments.

CLERK’S CORNER

A condensed step-by-step guide is printed on the back of
your utility bill. For a more detailed walkthrough, please
visit www.dewittmi.gov, scroll down, and click the button
shown below.



Happy Summer to all! I hope your summer is carefree and full of fun activities with family and friends.
In this newsletter, I want to share with you some of the work that goes on at City Hall to help ensure
your summer is safe and that we have the ambulance service we expect but hope we never need. After
meeting with various service providers, we have reached an agreement with the University of Michigan
Health Systems Eaton Area EMS.

I previously talked about Mercy Ambulance Service which has provided our community and Bath,
DeWitt Township, Olive Township, and Riley Township with excellent coverage for the last 35+ years.
Mercy is a family-owned business, owned by Dennis and Rodney Palmer, founded by their father fifty
years ago. We appreciate the service they have provided.

As mentioned in my last newsletter, Mercy Ambulance service has operated under the business model
of “pay for services” in which Mercy is NOT subsidized by local government. This model is no longer a
viable option, given the current cost of operations and the insufficient revenue to Mercy from
insurance. This situation has become critical with Mercy informing the City they are ending service in
our area as of May 31. The City has worked diligently with representatives from Bath, DeWitt, and Olive
townships to meet with potential ambulance service providers and identify our path forward.

It is important to work with our neighboring communities primarily because our communities
individually do not have the number of ambulance calls needed to cover the cost of ambulance services.
Collectively, however, a company serving all of our areas can make the numbers work. An Advanced
Life Support (ALS) ambulance run costs the provider about $1800. Medicare/Medicaid reimbursement
(which is approximately 40% of the ambulance runs) pays only ~$500. Other revenue is earned from
transport services, generally working with the area hospitals.

We are confident that Eaton Area EMS, which is a non-profit business owned by U-M Health System,
will serve our community best. You may have already seen their ambulances driving around becoming
familiar with our City. They are excited to serve our area, in addition to their local presence with the 
U-M/Sparrow Campus in St. Johns.

They have committed to providing three ALS ambulances, each staffed with a certified EMT and
Paramedic, to cover our four communities (City of DeWitt, DeWitt Charter Township, Bath Charter
Township, and Olive Township). This is more service than we had with Mercy. The ambulances will be
staged in our communities, partnering with municipal fire stations to strategically place ambulances
within our service area. The cost to the City is minimal, based on the population of each municipality.
Not only is this arrangement the best service, but it also happens to be the most economical of the
options we looked at.

Over the last few months, this situation has been the highest concern for me. We have to KNOW that
we have excellent ambulance service, 24/7, 365 days a year. I appreciate the work of our City staff and
support of Council in getting the issue quickly resolved. With the support of City Council, the transition
to Eaton Area EMS as the City’s primary ambulance provider for our communities went very smooth,
and the City was NEVER left without coverage during the transition.

And so, now resting much easier, I wish everyone a safe and fun summer in DeWitt. I hope to see you at
our Farmers Markets, Ox Roast Festival and other summer events.

Sue Leeming, Mayor

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  M a y o r

S u e  L e e m i n g
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c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  -   d a n  c o s s
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GENERAL FUND
The millage rate to support the General Fund will remain at 13.00 mills, which is
$13 per $1,000 of taxable property value. The City millage rate has remained
unchanged since 1998. Based on the City’s total taxable value for this budget year,
property taxes will generate $2,820,000 for the General Fund.

HOW ARE YOUR PROPERTY TAXES SPENT?
Figure 1. shows a breakdown of how each dollar collected from property taxes are
being spent in Fiscal Year 2025-2026.

SPECIAL GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES:
$175,000 budgeted for Park Improvements at McGuire Park, including four
pickleball courts and an outdoor fitness station. The City received a matching
grant from the Michigan DNR for $175,000 for this project. Construction is
anticipated to start in September of 2025.
$100,000 transfer from the General Fund to the Local Street Fund for street
improvement projects.
$135,000 budgeted for Bond Payment for the bond pay for the New City Hall
and Community Room
$1,300,000 to match a $500,000 grant for the construction of a new
permanent building and parking lot for the Farmers Market

LOCAL STREET FUNDS:
$375,000 for preventative maintenance and resurfacing residential streets.
This is an increase of $100,000 from 2024-2025 to keep pace with increasing
costs of road construction.

ENTERPRISE FUNDS (Water and Sewer Fund)
Quarterly sanitary sewer charges per residential equivalent unit (REU) will be
$83.98 per quarter. This quarterly charge covers the maintenance and capital
improvement expenses associated with the sewer authority, SCCMUA. The waste
water treatment plant began a $21.6 million upgrade in 2023. The project is in the
final phase and should be completed by the end of 2025.

The upgrades will consist of UV Disinfection, new pumping capacity, new electrical system throughout and upgraded filtering
capacity. What does all this mean? The plant has aged and needs maintenance. In addition, new technology from when the
original plant was built is available. These upgrades will ensure the plant can meet the State and Federal environmental
requirements for discharging the treated water to the Looking Glass River and ensure the processes are the most efficient to
meet those requirements and meet the needs of businesses and homeowners.

City residents currently have the lowest quarterly cost ($83.98) of all the municipalities at SCCMUA and we are committed to
ensuring the rates stay at a fair, competitive cost.

The city residents and businesses will be responsible for approximately 12-percent or $2.5 million of the project’s total cost over
the next 30 years. The remaining $19.1 million will be split between the other municipalities; DeWitt, Bath and Watertown
townships.

City Council is adamant about smoothing the rate increase over time, so residents can budget for the additional quarterly cost.

City Council Adopts Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget

At the May 12, 2025 City Council meeting, the City Council held a public hearing and subsequently adopted the Fiscal Year
2025-2026 Budget for all City Funds. The budget will act as the City’s financial plan for the period of July 1, 2025 through June
30, 2026. The graphs show the highlights of the total budget and how each $1 of your property taxes are spent by the City.

Fig. 1
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police department news 

from chief Curtis

BRUSH PICKUP

Pickup will begin Monday, September 15th. Brush must be placed at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on the
15th. The purpose of this program is to remove brush that is too large to be removed as part of the
weekly yard waste-composting program. The brush must be neatly stacked with the large ends
towards the street. Only brush that measures between 2" and 8" in diameter is accepted. Shrubs with
roots still attached are not accepted. 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  

SCHOOL’S OUT—SAFETY IS IN! 

With summer in full swing, we’ll see more students out enjoying the fresh air—and many will be
riding electric skateboards, scooters, and bikes. Let’s work together to ensure everyone’s safety:

✅ Helmets Save Lives
Make sure your kids are wearing helmets and any other necessary protective gear. It’s not just smart
—it’s the law for riders up to age 19 for a moped and electric skateboard. 

✅ Know Where You Can Ride
Before hitting the streets or sidewalks, check the rules! Local ordinances govern where bicycles,
electric skateboards, and scooters can be legally operated.

https://library.municode.com/mi/dewitt/codes/code_of_ordinances

KNOW THE RULES BEFORE YOU RIDE!
🚫 One Rider Only

Electric scooters and skateboards are built for one rider—no passengers allowed.
🛣 Where You Can Ride

No riding on roads with speed limits over 25 mph, except to cross.
Must ride as far to the right as possible and obey all traffic laws.
No riding side by side—single file only.

🚶‍♂️ Sidewalks
Scooters may use sidewalks, but must yield to pedestrians and use signals when turning or
passing.

📌 Note: 
These rules apply only to electric skateboards and scooters. Gas-powered vehicles have different
regulations.

As electric mobility continues to evolve, keep an eye on updates from the Michigan Legislature that
may affect local ordinances.

Let’s make safety a priority so our community can enjoy a fun, safe, and active summer! 🌞



Good changes are coming down the line for the City of DeWitt and the services we offer to our residents. As
you may have recently heard, the city has switched over to a new online payment system. We were formerly
with ‘InvoiceCloud’ and have simplified services and switched to ‘BS&A Payments’. If you visit our website,
you can check out the step-by-step guide on how to set up your account, sign up for auto-pay, become
paperless for billing, and pay your bills. As a reminder, you will need to set up an account with BS&A for
autopay (if you choose to use this method of payment) because ‘InvoiceCloud’ will no longer be used.

If you need to update the delivery method for your utility bill, whether you’re getting your bill by mail or
email, just give us a shout at City Hall. We’re here to help you with any changes you need (517) 669-2441.

If you're considering purchasing cemetery spaces in the City of DeWitt Cemetery, be sure to visit our website.
We offer an interactive map that clearly shows which spaces are available for sale, which are occupied, and
which have already been sold. Even if you're simply exploring your family history, our website can help you
locate loved ones with ease. Just look for the button on our homepage to begin your search. 

Speaking of the cemetery—did you see how beautiful it looked on Memorial Day? Our Department of Public
Services team has been working hard to ensure the cemetery remains a peaceful and well-maintained place
for all. Great job, team!
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c a t c h  u p  w i t h  t h e  c l e r k / t r e a s u r e r -  S a r a h  S t o l t z f u s

As Summer heats up, so do fire risks for our community. DeWitt Area Emergency Services Authority would
like to remind you of some summer fire safety. Recreational fires must be supervised by an adult and should
be no larger than four (4) feet in diameter by three (3) feet in height. No burning if winds exceed 10 miles per
hour. Make sure to have a water source close by; fires should be out by midnight. Only use clean firewood; no
yard waste or leaves may be burned. Keep grills at least 10 feet away from structures. Never leave a grill
unattended. Keep a fire extinguisher nearby.

Firefighter Spotlight
This past April, the Fire Department held its yearly firefighter appreciation dinner. We take this time to
honor and say thanks to the men and women who serve our great community. This year, we honored the
following members for service and awards.

5 Years of Service – Firefighter Hannah Ingleright, Firefighter Curtis June & Junior Associate Firefighter
Jeremy Braska
10 Years of Service – Lieutenant Andrew Braska & Captain Kyle Hansbarger
25 Years of Service – Chief John Braska
2024 Fire Fighter of the Year – Sam Irrer
2024 Fire Officers of the Year – Lieutenant Scott Irrer & Lieutenant Andrew Braska

DeWitt Area Emergency Service Authority would like to wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer.

Chief John Braska

dewitt area emergency

services authority  

FIND A GRAVE



downtown development authority

(dda)  
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Summer has arrived in Downtown DeWitt! Thank you to the DeWitt Millennium Garden Club for
ensuring our downtown is full of beautiful flowers!

Our 20th Annual Cruise-In was held on June 17  and we had around 150 classic cars roll into
downtown! Thank you to Bob’s Small Engine Repair and Reed Insurance Agency for sponsoring this
event again this year! As always, we could not make these events possible without our fantastic DPS
staff and the City of DeWitt Police Department.

th,

The Downtown DeWitt Farmers Market is every Tuesday from 4-7 pm. For more information on
our farmers market and who will be there each week, you can check out our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/dewittFM

 Please note that there will not be a Farmers Market on Tuesday, August 19th.

DDA Event Calendar:
October 7, 2025 – Fall Fest at the Market (Last Farmers Market) 4-7 pm

December 6, 2025 – Downtown DeWitt Christmas Market & Light Parade

Other Events in Downtown:
July 27th – Friends of the Looking Glass River Clean Up

August 2nd – 3LD & M43 Locally Legit Downtown DeWitt Golf Outing & Streetfest at Rellis
August 16-18th – 79th Annual DeWitt Ox Roast

August 20th – US 27 Motor Tour Cruise-In
August 24th – Friends of the Looking Glass River Clean Up

September 6th – Bridge + Main Fall Market

DDA Board Meetings:
The second TUESDAY of each month at Noon

http://www.facebook.com/dewittFM

