
  
 

CITY OF DEWITT 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

DeWitt City Hall 414 East Main Street 
Thursday, February 27, 2025 

6:00 PM 
AGENDA 

 
CALL TO ORDER - REGULAR MEETING 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 23, 2025 Minutes  

  
 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 
1. Property Split Request – Vacant Land Herbison/DeWitt  
 
Recommended Action:  Approval of the property split at Herbison Road and South 
DeWitt Road creating parcels A and B as depicted on the survey dated January 16, 2025 
– Parent Parcel ID#200-017-100-020-50 
 
2. Review of Six-Year Capital Improvement Plan 

   
Recommended Action:  Accept and forward to City Council the Six-Year Capital 
Improvement Plan  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Official minutes of meetings are available for public inspection at the Clerk's Office, 414 East Main Street, 
DeWitt, MI (517) 669-2441.  The City of DeWitt will provide to individuals with disabilities, reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services which are needed to fully participate in any meeting providing a 72-hour notice is 
received by phone or in writing.  Contact the City Clerk at the above address or phone # to request the 
necessary assistance.  Posted: 02/21/2025 
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Planning Commission Meeting 
January 23, 2025  City Hall 
 
 CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Ware called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m and Commissioner 
Clement led the pledge of allegiance. 

 
ROLL CALL 

Members Present: Ware, Clement, Patterson, VanDyke, Gackstetter 
 
Members Excused: Lee, Vacancy  
  

STAFF:     
City Administrator Daniel Coss, Clerk-Treasurer Sarah Stoltzfus 

 
AUDIENCE: 
 None 
             
APPROVE AGENDA: 

Motion by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Commissioner VanDyke and 
carried by unanimous vote of the Planning Commission that the Planning 
Commission’s agenda for January 23, 2025, be approved as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion by Commissioner Clement, seconded by Commissioner Patterson and 
carried by unanimous vote of the Planning Commission that the minutes of the 
November 13, 2024, Planning Commission Meeting be approved as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Appointment of Officers for 2025 
Planning Commissioners will be appointing Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary for the 2025 
year. 
 
Motion by Gackstetter, seconded by VanDyke and carried by unanimous vote of the 
Planning Commission to appoint and keep our current officers for 2025 and close 
nominations. Chairman Ware, Vice-Chair Clement and Secretary Patterson have 
all been reappointed. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

2. Review of 2024 Annual Report 
Planning Commissioners went over the annual activities report for the 2024 year. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Patterson, seconded by Chairman Gackstetter and carried by 
unanimous vote of the Planning Commission to accept and forward to City Council 
the 2024 DeWitt Planning Commission Annual Report. MOTION CARRIED. 
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Planning Commission Meeting 
January 23, 2025  City Hall 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 
Administrator Coss went over some renderings with the Planning Commission members 
for the parking lot project on W. Jefferson. The project will be a great addition to the 
downtown and offer a lot of opportunity for social gatherings and a prime spot for the 
Farmers Market. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion by Commissioner Gackstetter, seconded by Commissioner VanDyke and carried 
by unanimous vote of the Planning Commission that this meeting be adjourned at 
6:27pm. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Sarah Stoltzfus,  
Clerk-Treasurer 



Staff Report 
Planning Commission 

 
               

Agenda Item:  NB #1 
        Meeting Date: February 27, 2025 

TO:  Planning Commission Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  February 21, 2025 
 
RE: Property Split Request – Herbison Road & South DeWitt Road Parcel ID#200-017-

100-020-50 
     
 

 FACTS:  The City Code of Ordinances requires a property split application be presented to 
the Planning Commission for approval.  Section 38-66 states…” The division of a lot in a recorded 
plat is prohibited, unless approved following application to the planning commission. The 
application shall be filed with the city clerk and shall state the reasons for the proposed division. 
No lot in a recorded plat shall be divided unless in compliance with the Land Division Act and city 
ordinances. No building permit shall be issued, or any building construction commenced, until the 
division has been approved by the planning commission.” 

 
 While the property is not in a recorded plat, property in Assessor’s Plat require the same review 

by the Planning Commission prior to land being divided.  
 

The Planning Commission’s role is to determine that the split meets the requirement of the zoning 
ordinances, i.e., buildings meet setback requirements, adequate street frontage and lot area.   

 
Attached is the application for lot split for vacant land at the corner of Herbison Road and South 
DeWitt Road.  The parent parcel is owned by Mr. Norman Farnum and is comprised of 44.02 
acres. 
 
The proposed split will create two (2) parcels; Parcel A being 5.88 acres and Parcel B being 38.14 
acres. 
 
Parcel A will contain a building as depicted on page 2 and 3 of the survey.  Page 3 indicates the 
building on Parcel A meets or exceeds the setback requirements in an R-1 zoned district. 
 
Setback  Requirement   Parcel A Actual   
Front-Yard  40-feet    100-feet 
Rear-Yard  30-feet    75.3-feet 
Side-Yard  15-feet    52.5-feet 
 



The minimum lot frontage requirement is 80-feet, which parcels a and b easily exceed as shown 
on page 1 of the survey. 
 
The City Assessor, Chris Coucke, has reviewed the application, survey and legal descriptions for 
both parcels and indicated he does see any issues with the request. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval of the property split at Herbison Road and South 
DeWitt Road creating parcels A and B as depicted on the survey dated January 16, 2025 – Parent 
Parcel ID#200-017-100-020-50  
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Agenda Item:  NB #2 
        Meeting Date: February 27, 2025 

TO:  Planning Commission Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  February 21, 2025 
 
RE: Six Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) FY24/25 - FY29/30 
     
 

 FACTS:  The Planning Enabling Act requires the Planning Commission to review and 
approve a Six-Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), which includes anything that may have an 
impact on local development/land use.   

 
Attached for your review is the 6-Year CIP and this will be discussed in detail during the meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  To approve the Six-Year Capital Improvement Plan and forward 
the approval of the plan to the City of DeWitt Mayor and City Council.   

 
 



CITY OF DEWITT
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Department All Areas - Synopsis
FY 24-25 FY 25-26FY 26-27FY 27-28FY 28-29FY29-30

Public Services $230
Police $0
Parks and Recreation $621
Building and Grounds $135
Public Improvement / Building $995

Total: $1,981

Public Services $610
Police $55
Parks and Recreation $175
Building and Grounds $135
Public Improvement / Building $1,090

Total: $2,065

Public Services $57
Police $0
Parks and Recreation $75
Building and Grounds $135
Public Improvement/Building $300

Total: $567

Public Services $225
Police $55
Parks and Recreation $75
Building and Grounds $135
Public Improvement/Building $615

Total $1,105

Public Services $50
Police $0
Parks and Recreation $75
Building and Grounds $135
Public Improvement/Building $300

Total $560

Public Services $67
Police $0
Parks and Recreation $75
Building and Grounds $135
Public Improvement/Building $300

Total $577



Department: Public Improvement/Public Building Funding 
FY 24-25 FY 25-26 FY 26-27 FY 27-28 FY 28-29 FY29-30 Source

Project:

Local Road Resurfacing $180 LS
E. Dill Sewer Extension $790 MS
Sidewalk Replacement $25 PI/PB

Total: $995

E. Dill Sewer Extension $790
Local Road Resurfacing $275 LS
Sidewalk Replacement $25 PI/PB

Total: $1,090

Local Road Resurfacing $275 LS
Sidewalk Replacement $25 PI/PB

Total: $300

Local Road Resurfacing $275 LS
E. Main Street Resurfacing $315 MS
Sidewalk Replacement $25 PI/PB

Total: $615

Local Road Resurfacing $275 LS
Sidewalk Replacement $25 PI/PB

Total: $300

Local Road Resurfacing $275 LS
Sidewalk Replacement $25 PI/PB

Total: $300

PI/PB - Public Improvement Public Building LS - Local Streets MS - Major Streets WS - Water/Sewer

Refer to the Transporation Improvement Plan (TIP) for road resurfacing projects.

The sewer extension cost estimate (FY on E. Dill includes watermain installation, paved shoulder and re-routing of a force main currently under the Looking 



Department: Building and Grounds Funding 
FY 24-25 FY 25-26 FY 26-27 FY 27-28 FY 28-29 FY29-30 Source

Project:

City Hall Bond $135 GF
Total $135

City Hall Bond $135 GF
Total $135

City Hall Bond $135 GF
Total $135

City Hall Bond $135 GF
Total $135

City Hall Bond $135 GF
Total $135

City Hall Bond $135 GF
Total: $135

GF= General Fund - The General Fund is the main account for all City operating expenses.  

The Building/Grounds Account is the main operating account within the General Fund.  The B/G account covers utility expenses, legal fees, office supplies, and many 
other related expenses for the General Government Services the City of DeWitt performs.

The City Hall Bond was issued in 2020 at an interest rate of approximately 3%.  The City was rated AA- and the bond is a 25-Year Bond.



Department: Parks and Rec Funding 
FY 24-25 FY 25-26 FY 26-27 FY 27-28 FY 28-29 FY29-30 Source

Project:

McGuire Park - Play Equip/LWCF Grant $621 GF/Grant
Total $621

Play Equip Replacement $175 GF/Grant

Total $175

Play Equip Replacement $75 GF
Total $75

Master Plan Impvts $75 Grant/GF
Total $75

Master Plan Impvts $75 Grant/GF
Total $75

Master Plan Impvts $75 Grant/GF
Total: $75

GF= General Fund
The improvements/projects will be prioritzed based on the Master Concept Plan that was developed in 2021 by the Parks, Recreation, Cemetery 
and Tree Commission.  Several of the improvements/projects will require an additional funding source, i.e. MDNR Trust Fund Grant, Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, Recreational Passport Grant, etc...    



Department: Public Services Funding 
FY 24-25 FY 25-26 FY 26-27 FY 27-28 FY 28-29 FY29-30 Source

Project:

Dump Truck $180 MP
Architect - Building Impvts $50 GF

Total: $230

Building Impvts $450 GF
Backhoe $160 MP

Total: $610

Zero Turn Mower $17 MP
4x4 Truck & plow $40 MP

Total: $57

Street Sweeper $225 MP
Total $225

4x4 Truck & plow $50 MP
Total $50

4x4 Truck & Plow $50 MP
Zero Turn Mower $17 MP

Total: $67

The DPW operates with 6 FTE's (1 Supervisor, 5 Utility Staff) and is reponsible for all the operations regarding grounds maintenance 
at all City owned properties, streets maintenance (winter and routine), Miss Dig requests, etc...

There is a Certified Mechanic on staff that performs routine maintenance and minor repairs for DPW and Police vehicles.  
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