CITY OF DEWITT Page 1
Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, January 13, 2025 City Hall

CALL TO ORDER CITY COUNCIL:
The Regular City Council Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Leeming led the
pledge of allegiance. Prior to the meeting, Clerk Stoltzfus administered the Oath of Office to
Mayor Leeming and Councilmembers VanDyke, Hunsaker and Landgraf.

ROLL CALL:
Members Present: Leeming, Hunsaker, Donohue, Whitman, VanDyke, Landgraf and Kellogg

Excused: None

STAFF:
Daniel Coss, City Administrator; Sarah Stoltzfus, Clerk-Treasurer; Bryan Curtis, Police Chief;
Anne Seurynck, Foster Swift, Jennifer Roberts, DDA Coordinator

AUDIENCE:
Ronald and Joanne Wheeler, 1192 Verbena Ln. DeWitt, MI

AGENDA:
Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Landgraf and carried by unanimous vote of the Council that the
agenda be approved as amended to split item 4 into two items: #4a and #4b, and #4b item will
only address the Christmas Market.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion by Whitman, seconded by Kellogg and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
approve the minutes from the December 9, 2024, Regular City Council Meeting as
presented.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Administrator Coss went over the City Administrator’s report that was provided to the council in
the agenda packet. He also went over some additional information that was provided to him after
the packets had been disbursed. Councilmember Donohue commented on the Old US-27/
Business-127 Project and believes it would be a misprioritization of road dollars to convert five
travel lanes to two travel lanes.

OLD BUSINESS:
None
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NEW BUSINESS:
1. Letter of Support — RAP Grant
Administrator Coss went over the grant opportunity and updated councilmembers on the process.
Council member Donohue expressed her appreciation for the great work being done and
appreciates that this will be a multipurpose area beyond just a parking lot.

Motion by Landgraf, seconded by Whitman, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
approve the letter of support and a financial commitment of $500,000 as the City of
DeWitt’s local match for the MEDC Public Space RAP grant and authorize Mayor Leeming
to sign the letter on behalf of the City and the City Council.

2. Appointment of Ronald Wheeler to the Board of Review
There is a vacancy on the Board of Review and Ron Wheeler will be a great addition with his
knowledgeable background.

Motion by Whitman, seconded by Landgraf, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
confirm Mayor Leeming’s appointment of Ronald Wheeler to the Board of Review with a
term expiring on January 15, 2029.

3. DDA 2025 Event Request for Street Closures
Council reviewed the 2025 event list that the DDA is requesting street closures for.

Motion by Donohue, seconded by VanDyke, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
approve the request of the Downtown Development Authority to close the streets listed for
each event on Exhibit A December 5, 2024.

4a. DDA 2025 Event Request of Consumption of Alcohol in the Right-of-Way, with the
exception of the Christmas Market
Council reviewed the list of events that the DDA is requesting to have the consumption of alcohol
at. Councilmember Donohue requested that the Christmas Market be voted on separately.

Motion by Kellogg, seconded by Whitman, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to approve
the Downtown Development Authority's request to allow for the consumption of alcohol in
the City right-of-way for the 2025 Event List on Exhibit A, dated December 5, 2024, and in
accordance with City Ordinance, Chapter 58, Article I, Section 58-1. with the exception of
the Christmas Market.

4b._DDA 2024 Event Request of Consumption of Alcohol in the Right-Of-Way for Christmas
Market in December 2025.
Motion by Whitman, seconded by Landgraf, carried by rollcall vote of the Council to approve
the Downtown Development Authority’s request to approve alcohol consumption in the
City Right-of-Way for the Downtown DeWitt Christmas Market in 2025.

ROLL CALL:
Councilmember Donohue _ N__ Councilmember Landgraf Y
Councilmember Hunsaker Y Councilmember VanDyke Y

Councilmember Kellogg Y Councilmember Whitman __ Y __
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5. Appointments to the City’s Election Commission

Motion by Donohue, seconded by VanDyke, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
appoint the City of DeWitt’s Election Commission for the 2025 Election cycle to consist of
the City Administrator, City Clerk, Chief of Police, and the City Assessor as an alternate.

6. Water District Work Group Appointment
City Council members will be creating a work group to review the Capital Benefit Water
Assessment Districts and report back to the Mayor and City Council on each of the districts.

Motion by Hunsaker, seconded by Donohue and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
appoint a work group consisting of Mayor Leeming, Mayor Pro-Tem Hunsaker and
Councilmember Kellogg to review the Capital Benefit Water Assessment Districts and
report back to full council.

7. City of DeWitt withdrawing membership from DeWitt Area Chamber of Commerce
Due to untrue and unprofessional comments by the DeWitt Area Chamber of Commerce, the City
of DeWitt has chosen to withdraw their membership.

Motion by Hunsaker, seconded by Landgraf and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to
withdraw from the DeWitt Area Chamber of Commerce effective immediately. (No Staff
Report).

CLOSED SESSION:

Motion by Hunsaker, seconded by Landgraf and carried by roll call vote of the Council to adjourn to
enter into Closed Session per the Open Meetings Act Article 15.268 Section 8 Sub (d) for negotiations
connected with the purchase of real property at _8:32 pm.

ROLL CALL:

Councilmember Hunsaker Y Councilmember VanDyke Y
Councilmember Kellogg Y Councilmember Whitman Y
Councilmember Landgraf Y Councilmember Donohue Y

Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Landgraf and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to reconvene
to the regular meeting at _ 9:00__ p.m.

Motion by Donohue, seconded by VanDyke and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to direct the
City Administrator to proceed as discussed in Closed Session with regards to negotiations connected
with the purchase of real property.
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COUNCIL STAFF REPORTS:

Mayor/DDA: The DDA will be a liquor license holder for the Cabin Fever Reliever. DDA
Coordinator Jen Roberts shared details on the CFR vendors and the upcoming event.

DARA: Director of DARA is doing a great job. They’re currently looking to replace a staff
member that has left.

Planning: Next meeting is on January 23™.

Parks: McGuire Park continues to get well used. Discussions on a columbarium continue.

DAESA: They had a meeting on January 16". Budget prep for committee meetings is underway.

Clerk-Treasurer: She will be attending a Treasurer Winter Workshop on Thursday and Friday,
the 16™ & 17th.

City Attorney: Nothing to report

Police: Chief Curtis and Administrative Assistant Andrew Kroeger have been attending
beneficial training.

Councilmember Landgraf: She reported that the Ox Roast Committee is a great group of people
and the planning is going really well. An art installation to commemorate the 80™ Ox Roast is
desired by the committee.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by VanDyke seconded by Whitman and carried by unanimous vote of the Council that
the meeting is adjourned at _ 9:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah Stoltzfus Susan Leeming
City Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



