
  
City Council Meeting 

414 East Main Street DeWitt MI 
Meeting Agenda 

  Monday, July 22, 2024 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Call to Order City Council Meeting 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Approval of Minutes  July 08, 2024, City Council Minutes     

         
Public Comments The public is encouraged to address the City Council at this time. Generally, citizens are 
not recognized to speak at any other time during the meeting.  Unless granted additional time by the Mayor, each member  
of the public is limited to three (3) minutes. 

 
Special Presentation Clinton Area Transit System (CATS) Update – Director, 
MaLissa Schutt 
 
City Administrators Report  
 
Old Business None 
 
New Business  
 

 
1.  DeWitt Ox Roast Company Additional Street Closure 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To amend the original closure request of the DeWitt Ox 
Roast Company to close Bridge Street, Main Street and Jefferson Street inside the 
carnival area for an additional day starting on Wednesday, August 14th at 7 am. 

 
2.  Appointment to Sister City Board 

  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Confirm Mayor Leeming’s appointment of Roma Rogers 
and Benjamin Miller to the Sister City Board with a term expiring on January 1, 2028. 



 
 

3. MML Delegate Appointment    
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  To appoint Mayor Leeming as the Voting Delegate and 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hunsaker as the Alternate Voting Delegate for the Michigan Municipal 
League Annual Meeting held September 11-13, 2024.    
 

4. Draft Animal Ordinance Update Review 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discussion 
 

 
 

Council/Staff Reports 
 
 
Adjournment  
Official minutes of the Council Meetings are available for public inspection at the Clerk’s Office, 414 East Main Street, DeWitt, Michigan 48820.  
The City of DeWitt will provide to individuals with disabilities, reasonable auxiliary aids and services which are needed to fully participate in any 
meeting provided a 72-hour notice is received by phone or in writing.  Contact the City Clerk at 414 East Main Street, DeWitt, Michigan 48820, or 
by calling (517) 669-2441. POSTED: July 18, 2024. 
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CALL TO ORDER CITY COUNCIL:  

The Regular City Council Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Leeming led the 
pledge of allegiance. 
 

 
ROLL CALL: 

Members Present: Leeming, Hunsaker, Donohue, VanDyke, Whitman, Ostrander, Kellogg 
 
Excused: None 
 
 

STAFF: 
Daniel Coss, City Administrator; Sarah Stoltzfus, Clerk-Treasurer; Bruce Ferguson, Chief of 
Police; Brian Goodenough, Foster Swift 

 
 
AUDIENCE:  
 Sheryl Landgraf, 110 N. Market St., DeWitt, MI 48820 
  
 
 
AGENDA:  

Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Kellogg and carried by unanimous vote of the Council that the 
agenda be approved as presented. 

 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion by Whitman, seconded by Ostrander and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to 
approve the minutes from the June 24, 2024, Regular City Council Meeting as presented. 
 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Stella Gallagher, 110 N. Logan Street, had questions regarding transportation of golf carts for the 
Ox Roast. 
Sheryl Landgraf, 110 N. Market Street, thanked the city staff- DPS Supervisor, City 
Administrator and the Chief of Police for their help with the Ox Roast. 

   
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  
 Administrator Coss went over the City Administrator’s report that was provided to the council in 

the agenda packet.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

None 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

1. MML Workers’ Compensation Fund 
There are three new candidates seeking election for their first term as a Board of Trustee member. 
Their biographies have been provided for review. 
 
Motion by Donohue, seconded by VanDyke and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to cast 
a ballot for the three (3) candidates seeking election for the three open board seats for four-
year terms beginning October 1, 2024, to the MML Workers’ Compensation Fund Board of 
Trustees. 

 
2. Review Axon Proposal for the Police Department 

Chief Ferguson reviewed the AXON Proposal and answered any questions the councilmembers 
had. There will be training and installation of the equipment included. Council member VanDyke 
shared his support for the Axon Equipment Proposal. 

 
Motion by Hunsaker, seconded by Whitman and carried by unanimous vote of the Council to 
authorize a five-year (5) lease to purchase with Axon Enterprise, Inc. for tasers, an in-car 
camera system, a body-worn camera system, and installation/training for the DeWitt Police 
Department for $18,640.02 annually or a total cumulative amount of $93,200.08 with an 
effective contract start date of October 1, 2024. 

 
COUNCIL STAFF REPORTS: 

City Attorney:  
- Nothing to report 

 
City Clerk-Treasurer:  
- Ballots have begun going out 
- Tax bills and Utility bills have been mailed 
 
DDA/Mayor/Ox Roast:  
- Met on July 8th 

 
DAESA:  
- Next meeting is on July 18th 
- DAESA will be providing a First Aid tent at the Ox Roast 

 
Planning:  
- Next meeting is on July 25th 
 
 
Parks:  
- Met at the end of June; McGuire Park is still on schedule 
- Pickleball/ adult exercise equipment grant for next year 
- Revisiting the columbarium discussion for the City of DeWitt cemetery  
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Police Chief:  
- Pride event on Sunday was well-attended 
 

 
DARA: 
- Happy to report they are fully staffed; Summer Camp Program is completely packed 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion by VanDyke seconded by Whitman and carried by unanimous vote of the Council that 
the meeting is adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 

  
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Sarah Stoltzfus   Susan Leeming 
City Clerk-Treasurer   Mayor  



Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  Special Presentation 
Meeting Date: July 22, 2024 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  July 18, 2024 
   
RE: Clinton Area Transit System (CATS) Update  
 
FACTS:   The Executive Director, MaLissa Schutt, will be in attendance to give City 
Council an update on operations and upcoming projects with Clinton Transit. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discussion  
 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      

 
 



From: Frances Beres
To: Daniel Coss; Paul Nadrowski
Cc: MaLissa Schutt
Subject: June 24, 2024 Meeting
Date: Thursday, March 7, 2024 3:09:50 PM

Dear Mr. Coss and Ms. Stoltzfus,
 
MaLissa Schutt, Executive Director at Clinton Area Transit System (The Blue Bus) plans to attend
the City of DeWitt’s meeting on June 24, 2024 to give an update on the Blue Bus, taking about 10
minutes. Would you kindly add her update as an agenda item? Or would you rather she plan to speak
during the Public Comment time? Please advise which is best for the meeting schedule so we can
plan appropriately.
 
Thank you,
Fran Beres
Executive Office Assistant
 
Clinton Area Transit System
215 N. Scott Rd.
St. Johns, MI 48879
 
General Office: (989) 224-8127
Direct Line: (989) 534-2707
Fax: (989) 224-7034
 
Website: https://mybluebus.com 

 
 

mailto:accounting@clintontransit.com
mailto:dcoss@dewittmi.gov
mailto:pnadrowski@dewittmi.gov
mailto:schuttm@clintontransit.com
https://mybluebus.com/


Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  NB #1 
Meeting Date: July 22, 2024 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  July 18, 2024 
   
RE: DeWitt Ox Roast Company Additional Street Closure  
 
FACTS:    
The original request for street closures was approved by City Council at the May 13, 2024 
meeting.  The approval was for a closure of Thursday – Monday, August 15-19.   
 
With the new carnival company, Wade Shows, has requested an additional day for setup, 
Wednesday, August 14 starting at 7 am.  Wade Shows will be bringing some different rides and 
the spacing of the rides will have to be different than in past years, so they would like to be able 
to get all of the trailers moved into the closure area to ensure they can make everything fit. 
 
The additional day (Wednesday) of street closures would be this year only if the Ox Roast 
Committee continues to use Wade Shows in the future. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To amend the original closure request of the DeWitt Ox Roast 
Company to close Bridge Street, Main Street, and Jefferson Street inside the carnival area for an 
additional day starting on Wednesday, August 14th at 7 am. 
 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      

 
 



Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  NB #2 
Meeting Date: July 22, 2024 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  July 18, 2024 
   
RE: Appointment to Sister City Board  
 
FACTS:   The following citizen(s) have been appointed by Mayor Leeming to the respective 

committee assignment for the specified term:   
 

Sister City                                                       
 Roma Rogers         505 Shoreline Drive       01/01/28 
 Benjamin Miller    1240 Lobelia Lane          01/01/28  

 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Confirm Mayor Leeming’s appointment of Roma Rogers and 
Benjamin Miller to the Sister City Board with a term expiring on January 1, 2028. 
 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      

 
 











Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  NB #3 
Meeting Date: July 22, 2024 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  July 18, 2024 
   
RE: MML Delegate Appointment   
 
FACTS:   The MML Fall Convention Annual Meeting requires the city to designate a voting 
delegate on behalf of the City of DeWitt with authorization to vote on the Core Legislative 
Principles document and any other business that may be brought forward at the annual meeting. 
 
The Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem will be attending the convention in October.  The MML by-laws 
allow municipalities to designate a voting delegate and an alternative voting delegate. 
 
Attached is a communication from MML outlining the process. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To appoint Mayor Leeming as the Voting Delegate and Mayor 
Pro-Tem Hunsaker as the Alternate Voting Delegate for the Michigan Municipal League Annual 
Meeting held September 11-13, 2024.    
 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      

 
 









Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  NB #4 
Meeting Date: July 22, 2024 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  July 18, 2024 
   
RE: Draft Animal Ordinance Update Review  
 
FACTS:    
Attached is the first draft of the Animal Ordinance review for City Council.  The amendments to 
the ordinance are highlighted in either red or blue text.   
 
Foster Swift has recommended amendments based on judicial case determinations and federal, 
state, and local laws. 
 
As it relates to allowing “service” or “therapy” animals in public spaces; the current draft would 
only permit dogs certified in the State of Michigan as “service” or “service in-training” animals.   
 
The draft does not permit therapy, emotional support, or comfort animals to be recognized and 
allowed in public locations. 
 
City Attorney, Brian Goodenough, will be present to give Council an overview of the 
amendments and answer any questions. 
 
This is just a first draft for City Council to review, so the City Attorney and staff can address any 
questions or concerns with the ordinance. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discussion 
 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      
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Chapter 10 ANIMALS1 

Sec. 10-1. Definitions.  

The following words when used in this chapter shall have the meanings ascribed in this section, except where 
the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Dog, household pet means an individual animal of any pure or mixed breed of species canis familiaris. Normally 
kept as an uncaged house pet with no specific duty.  

Dog, working: 

Attack means a dog that has been trained to attack on command, and to injure or kill.  

Fighting means a dog that has been trained to fight, injure, or kill another dog.  

Guard means an unrestricted dog confined within a specific premises such as a fenced-in enclosure or a locked 
building, that has been trained to guard against interlopers, trespassers, burglars and the like, and to:  

(1) Bark;  

(2) Growl and threaten attack;  

(3) Attack so as to restrain but not injure.  

Guide Service Animal means a dog or miniature horse that has been individually trained to do work or perform 
tasks that are directly related to and mitigate the handler’s disability. All other species of animal, trained or 
untrained, are not recognized as service animals in the State of Michigan or by the city and are not required to be 
admitted into covered entities under the Americans with Disabilities Act , 42 USC § 12101 et seq. Emotional support, 
therapy, comfort, or animals that provide comfort just by being with a person are not considered service animals 
because they have not been trained to perform a specific job or task. Therefore, they do not qualify as service animals 
guide persons who are legally blind; also a dog that has been trained to alert persons who are hearing impaired.  

Service Animals In-Training means a dog or miniature horse that is in the pre-training or training period to 
become a certified service animal. While the Americans with Disabilities Act , 42 USC § 12101 et seq, does not apply 
to service animals in-training, the State of Michigan requires that service animals in-training be admitted into places 
of public accommodation located in Michigan if they are accompanied by an animal trainer or raiser for purposes of 
training or socializing the animal. 

Handler means a person who has a service dog or miniature horse that has been individually trained to do work 
or perform tasks that are directly related to and mitigate the handler’s disability. The handler is responsible for caring 
for and supervising the service animal, which includes toileting, feeding, grooming, and veterinary care.   

Hauler means a dog that has been harness-trained to pull a sled, sledge, toboggan, or wheeled dog cart.  

Herder means a dog that has been trained to herd sheep, cattle or other farm raised livestock.  

 

1Cross reference(s)—Environment, ch. 30; hunting within the city, § 46-68.  

State law reference(s)—Authority to adopt animal control ordinances, MCL 287.290, MSA 12.541; crimes relating 
to animals and birds, MCL 750.49 et seq., MSA 28.244 et seq.; livestock running at large prohibited, MCL 
433.51 et seq., MSA 18.801 et seq.  
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Sentry means a dog that has been trained to bark a warning when strangers come on or near the 
premises of its household.  

Tracker means a dog, such as a bloodhound that has been trained to track human beings by means of 
scent.  

Domesticated animal means an animal or bird, that over many years has been tamed so that it is now 
dependent upon human beings for its shelter and subsistence food.  

Feral animal means a domesticated animal or bird that has reverted to the wild state.  

Ferocious wild animal means an animal, bird, reptile or other creature, normally existing in a natural 
environment which typically hunts and kills other creatures as all or part of its subsistence food.  

House pet, caged means a small domesticated animal, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian or the like, such as a mouse, 
rat, gerbil, ferret, guinea pig, rabbit, or the like; a canary, parrot, cockatoo, budgerigar, or the like; gold fish, exotic 
tropical fish, or the like; a gecko, bearded dragon or frog, which can be purchased in pet stores and are is kept 
confined in suitable cages or tanks.  

House pet, controlled means a domesticated animal, usually, but not limited to, a dog or a cat, which is normally 
kept within a residence as part of the family household, or within the limits of a residential property, whether fenced 
or not, or which may temporarily be tethered out of doors, or which may be walked off the residential property 
when leashed.  

House pet, uncontrolled means a domesticated animal, usually, but not limited to, a dog, which is not trained 
to remain within the confines of its residential property, and which is allowed by its owner to roam at large.  

Poisonous animal means any species of animal, bird, reptile, insect, or other creature that has a poisonous 
venom, which if transmitted to a human being or other creature by whatever means, will result in injury or death.  

Unlicensed dog means any unlicensed dog which is over the age of six months without a license from the 
County of Clinton.  

Vicious Dangerous animal means any animal which has previously attacked or bitten any human being or other 
domesticated animal or has a propensity, tendency, or disposition, to attack, bite, cause injury, or to otherwise 
endanger the safety of human beings or other domestic animals other than under justifiable circumstances. This 
definition also includes animals harbored, primarily or in part, for the purpose of fighting. An animal is not considered 
a “dangerous animal” if it bites or attacks a person who is trespassing on the property of the animal’s owner; it bites 
or attacks a person who provokes or torments the animal; or responds in a manner that an ordinary and reasonable 
person would conclude was intended to protect a person if they were engaged in a lawful activity or the subject of 
an assault. The identification and regulation of dangerous animals shall comply with this chapter as well as the 
Dangerous Animals Act, PA 426 of 1988, as amended. 

Wild animal means an animal, bird, reptile, or other creature, normally existing in a natural environment 
wherein it hunts and/or gathers its subsistence food.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 1, 9-20-1998) 

Cross reference(s)—Definitions generally, § 1-2.  

Sec. 10-2. Violation and penalties. 

(a) Any person violating or permitting the violation of a provision of section 10-3, 10-4, 10-5, 10-6, 10-7, or 10-8 
is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, subject to payment of a civil fine as set forth in section 42-38. 
Repeat offenses shall be subject to increased fines as set forth in section 42-38.  
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(b) Any person violating or permitting the violation of any other provision of this chapter shall upon conviction be 
fined a sum of $100.00 for the first offense, $250.00 for the second offense, and $500.00 for a subsequent 
offense. In addition to the fine imposed, the court shall have discretion to sentence the defendant to be 
confined in the county jail for a period not to exceed 90 days. Each day that a violation of this chapter continues 
shall be deemed a separate offense. Any person who violates the provisions of this chapter shall pay all 
expenses of maintaining the animal at the county animal shelter and court costs necessitated by the 
enforcement of this chapter.  

(c) A person who knowingly or willingly submits a false or fraudulent affidavit under the Identification and Patch 
for Service Animals Act, PA 146 of 2014, as amended, or falsely represents they are in possession of a service 
animal or service animal in-training, in any public place in violation of the Collar, Harnesses, and Leashes on 
Dogs in Public Places Act, PA 82 of 1981, as amended, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment 
not to exceed 90 days, a fine of not more than $500.00, or up to 30 days of community service. 

(Ord. No. 122, § 10, 9-20-1998; Amend. of 10-28-2002(1)) 

Sec. 10-3. Keeping prohibited animals. 

(a) It shall be unlawful to bring into, keep, harbor, own, or in any way possess the following animals within the 
corporate limits of the city:  

(1) Species. Any warm or cold-blooded, carnivorous or omnivorous, wild, feral, ferocious, or exotic animal, 
bird, or reptile, which is not of a species customarily kept as a caged, a controlled, or an uncontrolledn 
ordinary house hold pet, but one which would usually be confined in a zoo, or be found in the wilderness 
of this or any other country, or one which is poisonous, or which otherwise causes a reasonable person 
to be fearful of bodily harm or property damage.  

a. The city council shall by resolution prepare, publish and from time to time modify a list of 
prohibited species and specific types of animals. The list of prohibited types shall include:  

1. Guard, attack, and/or fighting dogs.  

2. Vicious animals.  

3. Foxes, wild and exotic cats, skunks, and raccoons, and similar wild species, unless held in a 
shelter for strays approved by the city council.  

(2) Poisonous. Any animal, reptile, insect, or other creature that has a poisonous venom which, if injected 
into a human being, would result in severe pain, suffering, illness, or death.  

(b) Exceptions. 

(1) The owning and/or keeping of farm animals or fowl, such as cattle, horses, sheep, goats, chickens, 
turkeys, ducks, or the like, in compliance with the chapter 78 pertaining to zoning is permissible.  

(2) The keeping of honey bees in compliance with chapter 78 pertaining to zoning is permissible.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 2, 9-20-1998) 

 

Sec. 10-4. Owning or keeping of house hold pets. 

(a) It shall be unlawful to bring into, keep, harbor, own, or in any way possess within the corporate limits of the 
city:  
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(1) Any animal or bird which causes frequent or loud noise that disturbs the comfort or repose of any person 
within the vicinity. If a police officer and/or an animal control officer finds an animal is noisy to an 
unlawful extent, the officer may first give a verbal warning to the owner or keeper, followed by a citation 
if the noise persists.  

(2) Any unlicensed dog which is over the age of six months.  

(b) No personIt shall be unlawful to possess, own, or have charge of more than three house pets of the same 
species (dogs, cats) or more than a total of six house pets dogs and three cats, or three dogs or three cats, over 
the age of six months at any residential dwelling unit in the city. For purposes of this chapter, a residential unit 
means a single-family residential unit, which presupposes one family occupying a home. 

(Ord. No. 122, § 3, 9-20-1998; Ord. of 5-21-2001) 

Sec. 10-5. License requirements. 

(a) All persons owning or keeping any dog over the age of four months within the city shall obtain a license for it 
from the County of Clinton. A valid license tag shall be worn on the collar or harness when the animal is out of 
doors.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for a person not a resident of the city to have within the city a dog over the age of four 
months that has not been licensed by the municipality in which the owner of the dog resides.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 4, 9-20-1998; Amend. of 8-19-2002) 

Sec. 10-6. Control of dogs. 

(a) Running at large. No person shall permit the their dog to run at large in the city, nor shall the dog be permitted 
upon any public street, alley, or other public place within the city unless leashed in compliance with section 
10-7 and accompanied by the owner or person having custody thereof.  

(b) Public parks. No person shall take or permit a dog to remain in any public park in the city unless the dog is 
leashed in compliance with section 10-7(1).  

(c) Organized public events. No person shall bring or permit a dog to remain in an area within the city where an 
organized public event is taking place, and where a large and/or noisy crowd of people would reasonably be 
expected to frighten a dog to the extent it would be more likely to snap at or bite people or other dogs.  

(d)      Exceptions for service animals and service animals in-training. Service animals and service animals in-training 
are not permitted to, among other things, wander away from their handler, trainer, or raiser; jump on others; 
or obstruct busy walkways.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 5, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-7. Walking leashed dogs. 

It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, keeps, or harbors a dog, to walk the dog on city streets, curb 
lawns, alleys, sidewalks, and/or bicycle paths unless the dog is restrained by a leash of adequate strength and of 
limited length.  

(a1) Leashes of a non-reel-in type shall not be longer than six feet.  

(b2) Leashes of a reel-in type may be extended temporarily longer than six feet, provided the leash is reeled in to 
six feet or less whenever other persons or other persons with leashed dogs are approached.  
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(c3) This section shall not apply to Service animals and service animals in-training must be harnessed, leashed, or 
tethered while out in public unless: 

(1) these devices would interfere with their work, task, or training; or dogs which have been specially 
trained for and are used as guide dogs for the blind while such dogs are being used for such purpose.  

(2) the handler’s disability prevents the use of these devises. In such instances, the handler must still be 
able to maintain control of their service animal through vocal commands, hand signals, or by some 
other effective means. 

(Ord. No. 122, § 6.1, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-8. Removal of animal excrement. 

(a) A person walking a dog on property not under his or her ownership or control shall carry an appropriate device 
for removal of animal excrement.  

(b) A person shall not allow any animal to leave its excrement on any property not under his or her ownership or 
control unless the person promptly and thoroughly removes the excrement from the property.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 6.2, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-9. Animals biting, causing injuries or property damage; animal fights. 

It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, keeps, or harbors an animal within the city to allow it to bite or 
cause other injury to a person or to another domestic animal, or to promote or encourage fights between animals, 
or to allow the animal to damage property of others.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 7, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-10. Abuse, neglect, or cruelty to animals. 

(a) Cruelty. No person within the city shall beat, frighten, overburden or abuse any animal or use a device or 
chemical substance which abuses an animal. Reasonable force, however, may be used to drive off any vicious, 
dangerous, or trespassing animals.  

(b) Transport. No person within the city shall drag, carry, or transport any animal in any manner likely to harm the 
animal.  

(c) Abandonment. No person owning or having custody of any animal shall for any reason abandon such animal 
within the city.  

(d) Food and water. No person within the city owning or having custody of any animal shall neglect or fail to 
provide it with necessary nourishing food at least once daily and shall provide a supply of clean water to sustain 
the animal in good health.  

(e) Shelter. No person within the city shall fail to provide any animal in their charge with shelter from inclement, 
hot, or cold weather. Any area where an animal is housed or allowed to remain shall be kept clean of animal 
waste and any other substance which would jeopardize the animal's health and comfort.  

(f) Tethered animals. Tethers such as chains, ropes, or leashes, shall be placed or attached so that they not be 
entangled with another animal or object; shall be of sufficient length in proportion to the size of the animal to 
allow the animal proper movement, exercise, and access to food, water, and shelter; and shall be located so 
as not to allow the animal to jump over an obstacle where the tether could become entangled and the animal 
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choke. A tether shall be located so as not to allow the animal to trespass onto public property or private 
property of others, nor in such a manner as to cause harm or danger to persons or other animals.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 8, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-11. Seizure and impoundment. 

It shall be the duty of any police officer of the city or any county animal control officer to seize and deliver to 
the county animal control shelter any dog found running at large within the city. Any animal found to be the subject 
of a violation of this chapter shall be subject to seizure and impoundment. The animal shall be kept in the county 
animal shelter at the expense of the owner for not less than five days.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 9, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-12. Order to show cause, destroying or confining of animal. 

(a) Issuance of summons. A district court judge or a magistrate of the district court shall issue a summons to the 
owner, keeper or harborer of an animal to show cause why it should not be destroyed, upon a sworn complaint 
that any of the following exist:  

(1) An animal, licensed or unlicensed, has destroyed property or habitually caused damage by trespassing 
on the property of a person who is not the owner.  

(2) An animal, licensed or unlicensed, has attacked, bitten or otherwise caused injury to a person or another 
animal.  

(3) An animal, has shown vicious or dangerous habits or has molested a person who is lawfully on a public 
right-of-way or in a public place.  

(4) An animal, licensed or unlicensed, but has run at large.  

(b) Hearings on complaint. After a hearing, the district court judge may either order the animal destroyed, or 
confined to the county animal control shelter or premises of its owner or keeper.  

(Ord. No. 122, §§ 11, 12, 9-20-1998) 

Sec. 10-13. Penalty for noncompliance with court order. 

Any person who fails to comply with the a court order shall be subject to a maximum fine of $500.00 or 
confinement in the county jail for up to a maximum term of 90 days, or both such fine or imprisonment. Court costs 
for such actions taken shall be taxed against the owner or keeper of the animal against whom the complaint was 
issued.  

(Ord. No. 122, § 13, 9-20-1998) 
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City of Dewitt Assessor’s Office 
 
Monthly Summary of Activities for the Assessing Department 
June, 2024 
 
GENERAL:  
 
PROPERTY TRANSFERS AND DEEDS: 

• 14 Deeds Processed 
o 10 Warranty Deeds 
o 4 Quit Claim Deed 

•   3 New PRE(s) Granted 
 
Assessing is now working in the 2025 database. 
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY: 
 
Assessing office processing and revised or amended returns and statements. 
 
FIELD INSPECTIONS: 
 
Field work has resumed for the year. 
 
PENDING ISSUES FOR CITY COUNCIL TO BE AWARE OF: 
 
No 2023 appeals filed.  Preparing for any 2024 appeals.  None filed so far. 
 
NEXT BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING: 
 
July Board of Review, July 16th. 
 
ASSESSOR ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
We do not currently have any issues to present to the Board of Review for July.  As the 
BOR does not need to meet for the July and December sessions if there are no issues to 
address, unless something changes, we will not have a July BOR. 
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