
  
City Council Meeting 

414 East Main Street DeWitt MI 
Meeting Agenda 

  Monday, August 14, 2023 
7:00 P.M. 

 
7:00 P.M.  
Call to Order Zoning Board of Appeals – Approval of Minutes Only - July 24, 
2023, ZBA Meeting Minutes 
 
Call to Order City Council Meeting 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Approval of Minutes  July 24, 2023, City Council Minutes 
     
              
Public Comments The public is encouraged to address the City Council at this time. Generally, citizens are 
not recognized to speak at any other time during the meeting.  Unless granted additional time by the Mayor, each member  
of the public is limited to three (3) minutes. 

 
City Administrators Report  
 
Old Business None 
 
New Business  
 
 

1. Authorize the Purchase of Three (3) Security Cameras for the Public 
Works Building 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  To authorize the purchase of three Axis Security 
Cameras, including installation, from Town and Country Group in the amount of 
$7,852.94.       



2. Consumption of Alcohol in Right-of-Way for the US 27 Motor Tour Car 
Show 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  To approve the DDA request to allow for the 
consumption of alcohol in the City right-of-way from 5:00-8:00 pm, August 23, 2023, on 
Bridge Street from Washington to Madison, and Main Street from Scott to Market, as 
outlined in the attached map dated August 10, 2023, in accordance with City Ordinance, 
Chapter 58, Article I, Section 58-1. 

 
 
Closed Session 
Adjourn to enter into closed session per the Open Meeting Act Article 
15.268 Section 8 Sub (d) for negotiations connected with the purchase of 
real property. 
 

Council/Staff Reports 
 
 
Adjournment  
Official minutes of the Council Meetings are available for public inspection at the Clerk’s Office, 414 East Main Street, DeWitt, Michigan 48820.  
The City of DeWitt will provide to individuals with disabilities, reasonable auxiliary aids and services which are needed to fully participate in any 
meeting provided a 72-hour notice is received by phone or in writing.  Contact the City Clerk at 414 East Main Street, DeWitt, Michigan 48820, or 
by calling (517) 669-2441. POSTED: August 10, 2023. 
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CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Hunsaker called the Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting to order at 6:00.  
 
ROLL CALL: 

Council Members Present: Denise Donohue, Dave Hunsaker, Mark Kellogg, Maria Ostrander, 
Trevor VanDyke, and Jennifer Whitman.  
 
Absent: None  
 

STAFF: 
Daniel Coss, Lisa Grysen, and Brian Goodenough 

 
AUDIENCE: 

Loretta Spinrad, Dar Lynn Covert, and Timothy Covert 
 

MINUTES: 
None 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Hunsaker called the public hearing to order at 6:01 pm. 
 
 Pastor Colbert gave an overview of the project and how they are planning to use the facility.   
 

Loretta Spinrad, 113 S. Bridge, gave an overview of the history of the building and explained 
why the rental and ox roast proceeds are not helping maintain the building and stated that zoning 
has always been an issue. 
 
Hearing no other comments, either written or oral, Mayor Pro-Tem Hunsaker closed the public 
hearing at 6:13 pm. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Non-Use Dimensional Variance Requests 210 W Washington Street: 

The owners of 210 West Washington, DeWitt Memorial Association (DMA), have entered into a 
purchase agreement with Promise Assembly of God to acquire the building located at 210 West 
Washington. 

 
 The DMA has owned the property since the early 1940s and the building’s principal use, since 

construction, has been a Community Building for the duration of that time.  The building is 
comprised of an east half and a west half.   

 
Over the years, several different tenants have occupied a portion of the building, i.e., DeWitt 
District Library, fitness center, and most recently Promise Assembly of God has been utilizing the 
west half for Sunday worship services. 

  
 Ownership of the building had been retained by the DeWitt Memorial Association since the 

existence of the building and it has served as their primary location for the affairs of the DMA.  
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Monday July 24, 2023  City Hall 
 

The property is currently zoned R-3 Moderate Density Mixed Residential, which outlines both, 
community buildings and religious worship service buildings, as separate and distinct special land 
uses in an R-3 district.  The zoning ordinance requires that any time there is a change from one 
special land use to another special land use the subject property is required to seek approval for the 
new requested special land use. 
 
In addition, the Zoning Ordinance specifies general and specific requirements for religious 
worship services.  The two (2) specific requirements outlined in Section 78-240 (h) 1-2 in an R-3 
District are:  

1. The minimum lot area shall be at least thirty thousand (30,000) square feet.  

2. No building shall be closer than forty (40) feet to any property line or street right-of-way.  

These requirements are specific to dimensional requirements and the Non-Use Variance 
Application outlines the relief sought and the reasons for seeking relief.  

 
The ZBA was provided with the following documents for their review: 
• Variance Application 
• Resolution to Grant – To be provided at the meeting 
• Resolution to Deny – To be provided at the meeting 
• Public Hearing Notice 
• Resident Letter 
• Beckett and Raeder Variance Report 
• Site Plan 

 
Representatives of the property owner, DMA, and the applicant, Promise Assembly of God, were 
in attendance to answer any questions the Zoning Board of Appeals may have. 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and the primary purpose of a Non-Use 
Variance the ZBA will need to deliberate and determine if a practical difficulty exists. 

 
Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Donohue and carried by unanimous vote of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals to adopt the Resolution to Grant the non-use dimensional variance for 210 West 
Washington Street. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Kellogg and carried by unanimous vote of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals that the Zoning Board of Appeals be adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 Lisa M. Grysen     Dave Hunsaker 
 City Clerk-Treasurer     Mayor Pro-Tem 
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CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Hunsaker called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   He led 
the pledge of allegiance.   

 
ROLL CALL: 

Members Present: Denise Donohue, Dave Hunsaker, Mark Kellogg, Maria Ostrander, Trevor 
VanDyke, and Jennifer Whitman,  
 
Excused:  Mayor Leeming  
 

STAFF: 
Daniel Coss, Lisa Grysen, Bruce Ferguson, and Brian Goodenough, City Attorney    

 
AUDIENCE:  

Dar Lynn Covert, Timothy Covert, Loreta Spinrad, Kelli Furgason, Karen Burns, and Bill 
Freeman 

 
AGENDA: 

Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Kellogg and carried by unanimous vote of the Council that the 
agenda be approved as presented.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Motion by Whitman, seconded by Ostrander, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to 
approve the minutes from the July 10, 2023, Regular City Council Meeting as amended.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Loretta Sprinrad, 113 S. Bridge, the final two concerts in the park are July 27 and August 3, and a 
magazine highlighting the Ox Roast is being mailed this week. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:  
Riverside Park Playground Equipment Project Update 
The contractor is making good progress on the installation of the new equipment.  With the 
elevated water table installation is a little more time-consuming.  After each post hole is dug, they 
have to use a small pump to de-water the hole and install a sonnet tube before the concrete can be 
poured.  Consumers Energy mis-marked the gas supply line for the restrooms and the contractor 
did hit the line while digging one of the posts, which delayed construction for approximately 4-5 
hours.  Provided there are no other delays the project is still expected to be completed before Ox 
Roast. 

 
State of Michigan Assessing Department Audit     
The State of Michigan State Tax Commission (STC) will be performing a routine audit on the 
Assessing Department.  The STC performs this audit on all assessing departments approximately 
every 4-5 years.  The last audit was in 2018.  Our assessor, Chris, has been submitting the 
required materials to the STC in preparation for a site visit within the next few weeks.  Attached 
to your General Information Packet is a letter from the STC regarding the audit. 
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Pedestrian Bridge Inspection  
C2AE performed an inspection on the pedestrian bridge over the Looking Glass River behind 
City Hall.  They did identify some repairs and are recommending repainting of the steel 
components.  C2AE will be putting together some preliminary plans and cost estimates for 
review.  

 
General Information Packet 

• Huntington Review and Outlook 
• General Ledger Report 7-7 to 7-20 
• Assessing Department Audit 
• InvoiceCloud Report  

 
OLD BUSINESS:  

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Special Land Use Request Application – 210 West Washington Street: 

The owners of 210 West Washington, DeWitt Memorial Association (DMA), have entered into a 
purchase agreement with Promise Assembly of God to acquire the building located at 210 West 
Washington. 

 
 The DMA has owned the property since the early 1940s and the building’s principal use, since 

construction, has been a Community Building for the duration of that time.  The building is 
comprised of an east half and a west half.   

 
Over the years, several tenants have occupied a portion of the building, i.e., DeWitt District Library, 
fitness center, and most recently Promise Assembly of God, which has been utilizing the west half 
for Sunday worship services. 

  
 Ownership of the building had been retained by the DeWitt Memorial Association since the 

existence of the building and it has served as their primary location for the affairs of the DMA. 
 

 The proposed Special Land Use application is requesting that the building’s Principal Use be 
converted from Community Building to Religious Worship Services.   

 
The property is currently zoned R-3 Moderate Density Mixed Residential, which outlines both, 
community buildings and religious worship service buildings, as separate and distinct special land 
uses in an R-3 district.  The zoning ordinance requires that any time there is a change from one 
special land use to another special land use the subject property is required to seek approval for the 
new requested special land use. 

 
The DeWitt Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 22, 2023, at their regular 
meeting. 
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During the Planning Commission's regular meeting on June 22, 2023, the commission 
recommended approval, contingent upon the approval of the non-use variance request, for the 
Special Land Use request of religious worship services.  The minutes from that meeting are 
attached for your review. 

 
The Zoning Ordinance requires the Planning Commission recommendation to be forwarded to the 
City Council and Sec. 78-236. - Council review procedures states: 

a. Upon receipt of a report and summary of hearing comments from the planning commission, the 
city council may hold an additional public hearing, if it considers a further hearing necessary, 
using the same hearing requirements as the hearing held before the planning commission. Upon 
approval of an application for a special land use permit, the city council shall authorize the 
development official to issue the permit subject to any conditions specified by the city council.  

City Council was provided with the following documents to review as a part of the deliberation 
process: 

 
• SLU Application 
• Report from Beckett & Raeder 
• Site Plan 
• Adjacent Property Zoning Map 

 
Representatives from the DMA and Promise Assembly of God were in attendance to answer any 
questions City Council may have. 

 
Motion by Whitman, seconded by VanDyke, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to 
approve the Special Land Use as submitted. 
 

2. FY2024 SCCMUA Budget:  
City Council was provided with the FY 2024 SCCMUA Operating Budget for the City of DeWitt.   
Brad Gurski, SCCMUA Director, was in attendance to go over the budget with City Council.   
 
A Public Hearing on the budget will be held on September 19, 2023.  The budget will be on the 
agenda for adoption at the September 19, 2023, SCCMUA Board meeting.   
 
Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Donohue, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to receive 
and place on file the 2024 Southern Clinton County Municipal Utilities Authority Annual 
Operating Budget. 
 

3. Tree Removal – Various Locations and Departments:  
City Council was provided with a staff report and additional documentation from Rich Miller for 
Tree Removal and Tree Trimming Bids. 
 
If approved by City Council the project will be covered by funds that have been budgeted in 
several different departments, as outlined in Rich Miller’s staff report. 
 
 



CITY OF DEWITT  Page 4 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, July 24, 2023   City Hall 

 
J&J Hardwood, Inc. is licensed and insured and has completed several tree removal projects for 
the city in the past. 
 
Rich Miller was in attendance to answer any questions City Council may have. 

 
2023 Summer Tree Removal and Trimming work  

 
Company Name Tree Trimming and Removal 

work 
Stump Removal 

work 
Total 

Asplundh Tree   No Bid 
Clark Tree Service $25,230 $2655 $27,885 

J&J Hardwoods $21,258 $1819 $23,077 
Majestic Tree   No Bid 

Select Cut Tree 
Service 

  $66,885 

Wright Way Tree   $31,500 
 
Motion by Whitman, seconded by Ostrander, carried by unanimous vote of the Council to 
approve the Tree Removal and Tree Trimming bid from J&J Hardwoods in an amount not-
to-exceed $23,077.00.  
 

COUNCIL STAFF REPORTS: 
City Attorney: 

• Continue to work on FOIA and policies 
 

City Clerk-Treasurer:  
• Met regarding the implantation of Proposal 2.  Thirty of the Thirty-three Clerks will allow 

the County to administer the elections which includes having possibly three voting hubs 
(DeWitt Township, Bath Township, and Bigham Township). All Clerks will be assigned 
specific days and locations to be site supervisors.  The total cost of the election will be 
shared by all jurisdictions participating. 

• We can now operate the elections with just one precinct 
 

DARA:  
• Stella will give a report at the next Council meeting 

 
DDA: 

• No Meeting 
 

DAESA: 
• One of the original Fire Authority members, Don Potts, will be resigning when a 

replacement has been found. 
 

Planning:  
•  No Meeting   
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Parks: 

• Meeting August 9 
  

Police Chief: 
• Still having key issues with the new patrol car, the problem has been figured out 
• Nursing home lost a resident   

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion by VanDyke, seconded by Whitman and carried by unanimous vote of the Council that 
the meeting is adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lisa M. Grysen    Dave Hunsaker 
City Clerk-Treasurer    Mayor Pro-Tem 

 



City Administrator Report August 14, 2023   
 
Ox Roast Parade 
The city parade float will be in the same location as last year, #4-5, which will be located on 
Manchester just off of Main Street.  The DPW will have a pickup truck parked there with a 
banner on the side.  The parade starts at 10 am, so everyone should meet there by 9:45. 
 
MML Fall Convention – October 18-20, 2023 Traverse City  
The Fall Conference will be held in Traverse City this year.  If anyone is interested in attending, 
please let me know, so we can get the registration sent in.  The city will have to designate two 
attendees as delegates in order to vote at the annual meeting during the conference. 
 
Utility Line Burial - Downtown 
Coordination with Consumers Energy and The Lofts project continues in order to get the lines 
buried on the west side of the 100 block of South Bridge Street.  I believe all of the private 
easements are in place and a site meeting with all of the stakeholders will be held to coordinate 
the contractors and property owners in the near future. 
 
MI Pension Grant 
The City did receive notice from the MI Department of Treasury that we are not eligible for the 
Protecting MI Pension Grants due to the pension funds being 60 percent funded on December 31, 
2021.  Treasury used Form 5572 to determine eligibility, which showed the City at 58.1% 
funded, but our audit showed the City at 61% funded on December 31, 2021.  
 
General Information Packet 
 

• 2023 MML Convention Information 
• Assessing Department Monthly Summary July 2023 
• General Ledger Report 7-21 to 8-10 
• InvoiceCloud Report 
• Chamber News 

 
August 

Tuesdays Downtown DeWitt Farmers Market 
14 – Monday City Council Meeting 
18th /19th /20th  77th Annual DeWitt Ox Roast  
23 – Wednesday Michigan Old U.S. 27 Motor Tour – 5 pm to 7:30 pm  
24 – Thursday Planning Commission Meeting 
28 – Monday City Council Meeting 

September 
04 – Monday  Labor Day – City Hall Closed  

 



Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  NB #1 
Meeting Date: August 14, 2023 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  August 10, 2023  
   
RE: Authorize the Purchase of Three (3) Security Cameras for the Public Works 

Building 
 
FACTS:   The attached proposal highlights the security camera cost and the specifications 
for each of the cameras.  These cameras are the same cameras that are installed at City Hall and 
will be networked back to the City Hall camera server. 
 
Utilizing the same cameras at both locations allows the city to utilize the same server, software 
and operating licenses, which eliminates the need to purchase these additional components for 
the system at the DPW building.    
 
The police department will have remote access to the cameras, via a camera application on the 
department cell phone.  This feature allows the police department to monitor the cameras from 
any location. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To authorize the purchase of three Axis Security Cameras, 
including installation, from Town and Country Group in the amount of $7,852.94.       
 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      

 
 









Staff Report for Council Agenda Item 
 

Agenda Item:  NB #2 
Meeting Date: August 14, 2023 

 
TO:  Mayor Leeming and Council Members 
 
FROM: Dan Coss, City Administrator 
 
DATE:  August 10, 2023 
   
RE:   Consumption of Alcohol in Right-of-Way for the US 27 Motor Tour Car Show 
 
FACTS:City Ordinance Chapter 58, Article I, Section 58-1 Consumption of alcoholic liquor in 
public areas states: “The city may permit the consumption of beer, wine and alcoholic liquor in 
its designated municipally owned or controlled areas, other than public parks, for a limited time, 
by the issuance of a written license by the State of Michigan filed with the city clerk, upon 
written application to the city and approval by the city council and the chief of police or the 
designee of either of them.” 
 
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is requesting the approval of a street closure and 
approval to allow for the consumption of alcohol in accordance with the City ordinance for the 
US 27 Motor Tour Car Show on August 24, 2022.  Each of the licensed establishments in the 
downtown district would be responsible for complying with the provisions of their license to 
determine if carry-out, off-premise consumption is permitted. 
 
The limits of the consumption in the downtown would be Bridge Street from Washington to 
Madison, and Main Street from Scott Street to Market Street (see attached map) from 5:00-8:00 
pm.  Signage will be in place delineating the areas where consumption of alcohol is permitted.  
 
Chief Ferguson has reviewed the request and is satisfied with the proposed measures to keep the 
area safe and secure.   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  To approve the DDA request to allow for the consumption of 
alcohol in the City right-of-way from 5:00-8:00 pm, August 24, 2022 on Bridge Street from 
Washington to Madison, and Main Street from Scott to Market, as outlined in the attached map 
dated August 22, 2022, in accordance with City Ordinance, Chapter 58, Article I, Section 58-1. 
 
MOTION BY:       SECONDED BY:      
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:         Ostrander                                     VanDyke       
           Donohue                                     Kellogg        
           Hunsaker                                     Whitman      
 



Map Dated: August 10, 2023 

Limits of alcohol consumption in the City right-of-way for the US 27 Motor Tour Car Show on August 23, 2023 from 5-8 pm. 

 

Main Street – E ROW line of Scott to east ROW line of Market  

Bridge Street – S. ROW line of 
Madison to N. ROW line of 
Washington 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2023 MML ConventionConvention 2023 
October 18-20, 2023
Traverse City, MI
Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, Acme, Michigan 

The Michigan Municipal League’s Convention 2023 concretely connects sessions, workshops, trainings, and more 
to the event's five objectives: activation, empowerment, innovation, optimism, and tangible tools.

Convention 2023 attendees will leave this year’s event with: 

• Activation – a compelling desire for action to activate their community, councils, and members to
embrace inspiration and new ideas.
• Empowerment – a deep belief that they have the power to affect prosperity, quality of life, and sense of
trust and belonging within their community.
• Innovation – a changed perspective to look at their communities through an innovative lens.
• Optimism – a positive outlook about future prosperity, quality of life, and sense of trust and belonging
within their community.
• Tangible tools – meaningful information and tools that help them access resources and create change.

Registration Fees
Early Bird Registration Rates on or before September 15, 2023:
• MML Full & Associate Members/BAP Participants – $595/person
• Nonmember Government Entities/MML Fund & Pool Program Members – $950/person

Regular Registration Rates on or before October 9, 2023:
• MML Full & Associate Members/BAP Participants – $795/person
• Nonmember Government Entities/MML Fund & Pool Program Members – $950/person

Guests: $250/person
Students: $250/person

Click here for a faxable registration form. 

Onsite Registration: 

• MML Full & Associate Members/BAP Participants – $845/person
• Nonmember Government Entities/MML Fund & Pool Program Members – $1,000/person

http://www.mml.org/sites/members
https://site.mml.org/sites/MemberSite/Cart/MemberSite/Cart_Home.aspx?hkey=029d903a-9022-4f83-9a31-3c966c6903df
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$LoginStatus1$ctl02','')
http://www.facebook.com/MMLeague
http://twitter.com/#!/MMLeague
http://blogs.mml.org/wp/events/files/2023/07/2023-Convention-registration-form-FILLABLE.pdf
javascript:SignInForgotUser_ctl00_TemplateBody_WebPartManager1_gwpciSignIn_ciSignIn();
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://site.mml.org/sites/MemberSite/Home/MemberSite/Default.aspx?hkey=bee864d7-4af5-4e90-bedb-5f90bf0ca392
https://site.mml.org/sites/MemberSite/Shop/MemberSite/Store_Home.aspx?hkey=6d64a4ec-d5ec-4712-ad53-5c191dba46fd


City of Dewitt Assessor’s Office 
 
Monthly Summary of Activities for the Assessing Department 
July, 2023 
 
GENERAL:  
 
PROPERTY TRANSFERS AND DEEDS: 

• 15 Deeds Processed 
o 13 Warranty Deeds 
o 2 Quit Claim Deed 

•  3 New PRE’s Granted 
 
Assessing is working in the 2024 database. 
Completed the July Board of Review.  1 Mutual mistake of fact petition, and one veteran 
exemption petition. 
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY: 
 
Assessing office is now looking for new accounts, and processing any amended petitions. 
 
FIELD INSPECTIONS: 
 
Assessing has resumed regular field work. 
 
PENDING ISSUES FOR CITY COUNCIL TO BE AWARE OF: 
 
No 2023 appeals filed so far.  Commercial and Industrial deadline has passed, and it does 
not look like the City of Dewitt will have any appeals from those classes of property. 
 
NEXT BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING: 
 
December Board of Review, December 12th. 
 
ASSESSOR ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
The City of Dewitt, and all of Clinton County, is currently going through the revised 
Assessing Office Audit by the State of Michigan.  The assessor’s office will provide 
updates as they become available. 
 
In July, the assessing office submitted all required information for the Audit, and is 
awaiting next steps, including results. 
























