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DATES TO REMEMBER

 
Help the Department of Public Services keep the
streets safe and clear this winter by keeping your

Granger trash/recycling containers out of the
street. These containers can be a traffic hazard

and create a vision obstruction for our snow
plows or other vehicular traffic.

 
During the winter it is very important to keep

vehicles and trailers out of the street so the snow
plows can effectively clear the snow. Within the

city limits, there is no parking on the streets
between the hours of 2:00 a.m. & 6:00 a.m. all

year round. 
 

Snow or ice must be removed on any sidewalk
abutting or adjacent to any property owned or

occupied by that person within 24 hours after the
snow or ice has fallen or formed. The city

reserves the right to remove snow and ice from a
sidewalk if the property owner fails to do so, and

to assess the cost against the property.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
COOPERATION.

SEASONAL REMINDERS

Week of January 9th - Christmas Tree
Pickup/Drop-off

Wednesday, January 25th - Utility Bill Due

Tuesday, February 14th - Winter Taxes Due

Saturday, March 4th - Cabin Fever Reliever

Wednesday, April 5th - Granger Yard Waste
Pickup Begins 

CLERKS CORNER

Winter tax bills were mailed out at the end of
November and will be due on February 14th.

Utility Bills were mailed out at the end of
December and will due January 25th. 

 
 Clerk Grysen would like to thank all of the

election workers that worked in the State General
Election in November and the State Primary

Election in August. The City had a voter turnout
of 72.86% of all registered voters.



A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  M a y o r

S u e  L e e m i n g
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Happy New Year! This is the time of year when we reflect on last year’s good times and look
ahead to prepare for the future. From the perspective of the City, we have much to be thankful
for in 2022. We have been able to hire some very talented and bright Administrative staff and a
very experienced and knowledgeable sergeant for our police department. Our community
events have grown and brought many newcomers to our downtown. We have begun
implementing our new Parks Plan at two City parks and applied for state grants to fund
additional work at three of our parks. We were able to conduct the mid-term elections for both
precincts smoothly and efficiently in one location: our new City Hall and Community Room (I
was especially concerned about parking, but there were no issues).  

Looking forward, we will continue park improvements, scheduled road maintenance,
community policing, and all the normal Public Service work. But just as you and I have seen our
dollars shrink due to inflation, high-interest rates, and other national economic issues, the City
has faced similar challenges on a larger scale. For example, in 2021 the City purchased a new
patrol vehicle for $36,094. In 2022, the same vehicle will cost $45,571. Fuel costs have increased
for us all – the City averages 590 gallons of gas/per month and 250 gallons of diesel/per
month…. Do the math on that! Road maintenance has also been hit hard with increasing costs for
labor and materials. Paving one mile of road in 2020 cost the City $450,000. Two years later,
that cost increased to $610,000. 

Maintaining our roads, running our snow plows, picking up leaves, and Police patrolling our
neighborhoods are all critical activities that we proudly prioritize. We will continue to do these
necessary activities despite increased costs and NO, we are not anticipating raising our taxes. I
am also a taxpayer, and so is every council member. We carefully consider the concerns and
needs of the City as well as the needs and concerns of our residents.  Because of our conservative
approach to managing the budget and increased property values providing a modest increase in
tax revenue, the City remains in solid financial shape.

On the lighter side, just a heads up that the Downtown Development Authority is moving
forward with plans for the 3rd annual Cabin Fever Reliever on March 4th. This fun event gets us
all outside after a long winter: an opportunity to visit with friends and neighbors!  This year we
hope to include a photo contest for folks to judge. Watch for details on the City webpage
(dewittmi.gov) and DDA webpage (dda.dewittmi.gov), and start snapping some impressive
DeWitt pictures…..

Wishing you and yours a safe, healthy, and prosperous new year!

Sue Leeming, Mayor



WWW.DEWITTMI.GOV  /  INFO@DEWITTMI.GOV      P. 03

p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  n e w s  f r o m

 c h i e f  f e r g u s o n  

Check Scams
A new check scam that we have recently encountered involves checks being sent directly from a
bank or credit union. The account holder directs the bank or credit union to send a check to a
specific location, for example, a donation to a church. At some point, the check is rerouted to
another account potentially in another state. If you do send out these kinds of checks you might
want to verify that whoever you designated to receive the check actually receives it. If you notice
anything suspicious about the rerouting of your check, please feel free to contact the DeWitt
Police Department.

Text to 911
Clinton County Central Dispatch now allows you to text to 911 for
emergencies. You can text 911 in Clinton County if you are a Verizon,
Sprint, T-Mobile, or AT&T customer. Text to 911 lets you send a text
message to 911 for emergencies when you’re not able to make a voice 911
call. It’s meant to be used specifically for emergencies, for people who
are speech or hearing impaired, and for people who are otherwise not
able to call 911. For example, it could be used during a home invasion, an
active shooter situation where speaking might give away the location of a
person hiding, or in a domestic violence situation where it’s not safe to
make a voice call. It’s important to send short, clear, and concise
information such as your location, who you are, and what the emergency
is. Try to avoid using abbreviations, or slang and be as clear as possible.

DeWitt Police Welcomes 
Sgt. Bryan Curtis

Sergeant Bryan Curtis started Oct 10, 2022 with
DeWitt City Police Department. Bryan has a
Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from
Ferris State University and has a combined 29
years in Law Enforcement. Bryan is returning to
DeWitt after working here in 1995, before
joining the Lansing Police Department where he
retired after 24 years as Lieutenant. While at
Lansing, Bryan held special assignments as a
Community Policing Officer, served as an
undercover narcotics investigator, and served on
the Capital Area Dive Team where he was
named Commander. Bryan also serves as
Marine Deputy for the Clinton County Sheriff’s
Department. Bryan is honored to return to a
community that values its police officers and
enjoys his time interacting with the residents of
DeWitt, especially on Friday nights at the home
football games. 
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Greetings from the DeWitt Area Emergency Services Authority. With the winter season here, we would
like to remind everyone to use caution when ice and snow are on the ground. Slow down in your travels
and keep your driveways and sidewalks clear of snow and ice to reduce slip and fall hazards for yourself,
your family, and your neighbors.

This past November the DeWitt Area Firefighters Association held its annual pancake breakfast. The
event was a great success and we thank everyone who attended!

The DeWitt Area Emergency Services Authority has made a few changes to our fleet of vehicles. The
Authority recently received a 2015 Chevy Tahoe from the City of DeWitt. This vehicle was previously
used as a patrol vehicle and will now be utilized by the fire department as an administrative vehicle. The
Authority would like to thank the City for the donation of the vehicle. The Authority also purchased a
2022 Ford F-550 “Mini-pumper”. This vehicle will be utilized as our “first out” truck on all emergency
and non-emergency responses, excluding mutual aid calls to other departments. This new truck can
respond to fires, motor vehicle crashes, and medical calls. The new truck is smaller in size compared to
the larger fire trucks, allowing more maneuverability in areas where the larger trucks may have difficulty.
The cost of the new truck was nearly 60% less than the cost of a new larger truck. The cost savings, along
with the multi-purpose abilities of the new truck is a huge benefit to the Authority and its municipalities. 
 With the addition of these two vehicles, the Authority was able to sell two trucks, a 1988 fire engine and a
1996 brush truck. The total number of emergency vehicles remains at 11, distributed between 3 stations. 

 If you ever have questions about how service is provided by the DeWitt Area Emergency Services
Authority or have an interest in joining our service, please feel free to call the station at 517-669-5004. 

The members of the DeWitt Area Emergency Services Authority wish everyone a very safe and happy
New Year ahead.

d e w i t t  a r e a  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s

a u t h o r i t y  -  c h i e f  j o e  s p a g n u o l o  
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D . A . R . A .  D a t e s  

Drop Your Kids Off 
Kids enjoy games. Crafts. Pizza. And more! 
Ages: 5-12 
Date: Friday. January 20. 2023 
Time: 6:00 Pm- 11:00 Pm 
Reg. deadline: Thursday, December 15. 2022 
Location: Valley Farms Community Center 
Cost: $17.00/0ne Child; $12.00 For each additional child

Tai Chi for Seniors Begins This Winter. 
Start Dates: Jan. 9 (Intro) & Jan. 11 (Intermediate)
Cost: $5 Drop-In 
Time: 9:00 Am - 10:00 Am 
Location: Dewitt City Hall Community Room 

Rugby Camp
4-Week Program Where Participants Will Learn the
Basics of Rugby from Dewitt Rugby Coaches. Sessions
are one hour long, equipment will be provided to use
for each Session. 
Cost: $25/Res; $40/ Non-Res 
Ages: 1st -6th Grade 
Location: Valley Farms Community Center Dates:
Wednesday, Jan 11- Feb 1 
Time: 5:30 Pm - 7:30 Pm 
Reg. deadline: Fri. December 23, 2022
Additional $10 after deadline 

Zumba Gold
Dewitt Area Recreation Authority is offering Zumba
Gold classes this winter from February to March.

9th-12th grade Rec Ball 
8-week league beginning on January 14, 2023.
Each team must have a manager over 18 and not currently
enrolled in high school. Each team will provide its own
jerseys. 
Dates: Saturdays, Jan. 14-March 4, 2023 
Reg. deadline: Friday, December 23, 2022 
Time: 8:00 am-2:00 pm 
Location: Herbison woods 
Cost: $75 res, $90 non-res 
Additional $10 after deadline 

Little Hoopsters Basketball Camp 
Basketball Camp is for ages 4-6 on Thursday evenings for 45
minutes. Children will learn the basic fundamentals of
basketball. 
Ages: 4-6 yrs old 
Dates: Thursdays Jan. 12 -Feb. 3 
Reg. deadline: Friday, December 23, 2022 
Times: 6:00-8:00 pm 
Cost: $38/res, $53/non-res 
Additional $10 after deadline 

Introduction to acting looks at the components that make up
the acting process. Theater games will reinforce these ideas.
Participants will develop the ability to work with others while
building self-esteem and confidence. 
Price: $35.00 per participant 
Location: Community Room at DeWitt City Hall 
Dates/time: Wednesdays Jan. 11- Feb. 8 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Drop-in programs
Cardio drumming - Wednesdays
Pickleball - Mon, Wed, Fri.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  

Christmas Tree Pick-up is Monday, January 09, 2023. Please place your Christmas tree curbside by 7:00
a.m. Trees must be free of nails, stands, and ornaments, and must not be in plastic bags. You may also
drop your tree off at the Department of Public Services garage located at 907 W. Main Street up until
Friday, January 14, 2022.

Brush Pick-up Program - The week of April 24-28. Each spring and fall the City sponsors a street-side
brush pick-up program. The purpose of this program is to remove brush that is too large to be removed
as part of the weekly yard waste-composting program.

Brush is required to be placed curbside, neatly stacked, with the large ends towards the street. Brush
between 2" and 8" in diameter is accepted. Shrubs with roots still attached are not accepted. The City asks
that you leave the brush in as large of pieces as possible so that it can be safely fed into the brush chipper
by City employees. Streets will be covered one time only. All brush must be curbside before 7:00 A.M. on
that Monday of pick-up.

For more information on any of these programs please call DARA at (517) 482-5117,
 or visit www.dewittrecreation.org



WWW.DEWITTMI.GOV  /  INFO@DEWITTMI.GOV      P. 06

d o w n t o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  ( d d a )  

Thank you to everyone who stopped by the 16th Annual Downtown DeWitt Christmas Market on
Saturday, December 3rd! We appreciate our downtown business owners, our volunteers, the DeWitt City
Council, the City of DeWitt Police, the DeWitt Area Fire & Rescue, the DeWitt Area Chamber of
Commerce, and the DPS staff for all their hard work in making this event a huge success. Also a huge
thank you goes out to Capital Steel & Wire for another fantastic Santa & Reindeer Run, Bridge St. Hair
Co. for bringing back the extremely popular Whoville Hair Station, 3 Legged Dog Yoga Studio for hosting
Santa, Northpointe Community Church for taking care of Santa, our amazing Vendors and Kids Activities
volunteers, the DeWitt High School Chamber Choir, Reed Insurance Agency and their letters to Santa,
and the DeWitt Area Chamber of Commerce for the amazing light parade and festival of trees! 

The City of DeWitt was a Toys for Tots drop-off location. With your help, we were able to bring 146 toys
to the Home Builders Association of Greater Lansing’s annual Toys for Tots Dinner. Our contribution
helped them surpass their goal and they collected 11,598 toys to help over 2500 families! 

Save the Date! Cabin Fever Reliever is back on Saturday, March 4th! Follow us on Facebook &
Instagram for details on this event and all things happening in Downtown DeWitt!


