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CLERK'S CORNER - LISA GRYSEN

Dates to Remember

October 2022
Vol 22 Issue 3

CITY OF DEWITT
Q u a r t e r l y  N e w s l e t t e r

Tuesday, October 18 - Last Farmers Market

Saturday, October 22 - Trick or Treat Trail and
Haunted House at Riverside Park 

Monday, October 31 - Trick or Treating in the City
from 6-8 pm (Rain or Shine)

Tuesday, November 1 - Winter PRE Deadline

Sunday, November 6 - Turn clocks back and gain an
hour at 2:00 A.M.

Sunday, November 6 - Pancake Breakfast by DeWitt
Area Emergency Service Authority

Tuesday, November 8 - General Election

Week of November 21st - Last Leaf Pick-up, North and
South of River

Winter Tax Bills - Mailed December 1, 2022 / Due by
February 14, 2023

December 3 - Christmas Market & Electric Light
Parade. Hosted by the Downtown DeWitt Authority and
DeWitt Area Chamber of Commerce. 

December 10 - Bridge & Main Christmas Market

InvoiceCloud Payment System

City residents are completing online transactions now more than ever before. Online payments are not
just for utility bills anymore. Options for payments include, but are not limited to, community room and
park rentals, building permits, cemetery fees, and tickets. If you are needing any assistance setting up an
online account please contact Lisa Grysen at (517) 669-2441. 

General Election Tuesday, November 8

To vote before an election:
State Law requires the Clerk’s Office to be open from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on the Saturday before an
election. City Hall will be open on Saturday, November 5th. 

To vote on election day:
Appear at your polling place on Election Day. The polls are open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Polling location:
The polling location to vote is located at City Hall 414 E. Main Street. Precinct 1 votes in the Council
Chambers, and Precinct 2 votes in the Community Room.

For additional information on Elections and Voting please visit our website at:
www.dewittmi.gov/elections/



WINTER TAX BILLS WILL BE MAILED OUT ON DECEMBER 1, 2022, AND ARE DUE BY

FEBRUARY 14, 2023. 
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A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  M a y o r

S u e  L e e m i n g
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Summer has drawn to a close, hopefully leaving us with happy memories of family gatherings,
melting ice cream cones and sticky hands, lazy days at the beach, and fun times at the many
events that took place in DeWitt over the summer. I look back and I am pleased by all the many
events that happened in our community. If you are recently retired, need relief from
chauffeuring children to practices, or just looking for ways to meet people and try something
new, consider volunteering or visiting one of our community events. The DeWitt community
has a lot to offer! Be sure to check out the City and DDA website calendars for a list of events
and meetings.

Compared to the last two years, we have enjoyed more events with more participants. The Ox
Roast Celebration was a huge success – THANK YOU to the DeWitt Memorial Association and
all the volunteers that make the event possible. Congratulations to the DeWitt Millennium
Garden Club, which was honored as the Grand Marshall in the Ox Roast Parade. We appreciate
all they do – keeping our community blossoming all around the City.

Many events are happening in DeWitt this fall and winter, and volunteering is a great way to
meet people and have fun. Our Downtown Development Coordinator Jen Roberts (517-624-
0285 or dda@dewittmi.gov) is doing a great job with all these events and would love to hear
from YOU! Check out the events listed in the City Calendar and contact Jen. 

The last Farmers Market will be on October 18th and will include music by DJ Duke, more food
trucks, a costume contest, trick-or-treating throughout downtown, and lots of family fun.  The
Christmas Market is scheduled for December 3rd – come join us for winter sleigh rides,
s’mores, holiday crafts, Santa, and more. The DeWitt Area Emergency Services Authority is
hosting a Pancake Breakfast on November 6th at the fire station. I hope everyone will come by
and thank our volunteer firefighters for their service. Also, you won’t want to miss the much-
anticipated Cabin Fever Reliever coming March 4th, 2023.

Lastly, I just want to mention a big event coming soon that is NOT on the calendar…. And that is
the new development on the vacant corner lot downtown. This will be the site of a new Reed
Insurance building and home to eight residential units. The project has gone through several
public hearings before City Council and our Planning Commission and received all necessary
approvals. More to come – but if you are interested, the architectural drawings for this three-
story building are available for viewing at City Hall. I hope everyone will share my excitement
about this development.
 
Best wishes for a safe and fun fall and holiday season,

Sue Leeming, Mayor      

mailto:dda@dewittmi.org
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p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  n e w s  f r o m

 c h i e f  f e r g u s o n  

d e w i t t  a r e a  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s

a u t h o r i t y  -  c h i e f  j o e  s p a g n u o l o  

Greetings from the DeWitt Area Emergency Services Authority. As the fall season approaches, we would
like to remind everyone to check and change the batteries in your smoke and CO detectors. The best way
to remember this is to check your detectors when you set your clocks ahead or back.

You may have heard quite a few tornado sirens going off over the summer. Clinton County Central
Dispatch has been conducting testing on the sirens. The reason for all the testing is that earlier this year
Clinton County went to a new radio system. The tornado sirens are activated by Central Dispatch. With
the new radio system, the tornado sirens needed to have upgrades made to them to operate on the new
system. As of this newsletter, the testing is complete and the tornado sirens are working correctly
countywide.

We will be hosting our annual fire prevention open house on October 11th from 6 pm to 8 pm. This event
is held in conjunction with the nationwide fire prevention week. We will have demonstrations and
activities for all ages. This event will be held at our fire station at 911 W. Main Street.

Our firefighter’s association is happy to announce that our annual “All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast”
will be held on Sunday, November 6th from 8 am to 12 pm. This event will also be held at our fire station
on W. Main St.

We hope to see you at one or all of these community events!

Recently, our department had a suspicious situation reported to us by one of our vigilant citizens. This
resident was able to obtain a plate and with that information, it was discovered that this vehicle and the
individuals occupying it, were suspects of mail thefts in the Eaton, Ingham, and Clinton County areas. The
accused were locating mailboxes that had the flag up taking the mail out. If there were checks written to
anyone, the checks would be washed and rewritten for cash.  In light of this situation, we urge our
residents to not leave any mail out overnight, especially if the outgoing mail contains sensitive
information or a check. As always, as an extra precautionary measure, residents may use the blue box at
the post office to prevent this type of crime. 

In recent newsletters, we have been intentional in bringing the latest discoveries with scams. Job scams
began and continue to soar during the pandemic. If you are currently looking for a job, a common way
for a potential employer to interview is via Skype or Zoom. The scam arises when the interview takes
place over the phone and not in person. An interested employer may at that time offer you the position
and provide you with a check to cash for your new home office. We have found that these checks are
typically fraudulent. The Better Business Bureau says job scams like this are surging this pandemic year
because many companies have no one in their offices and are doing all their interviewing and hiring
online.  

If you suspect some type of fraud, please feel free to contact us here at the Dewitt Police Department. Our
agency is always looking for additional information on the latest types of fraud to keep the community
informed. 
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c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  -   d a n  c o s s

City Council Adopts Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget



At the May 23, 2022, City Council meeting, the City Council held a public hearing and subsequently
adopted the Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget for all City Funds. The budget will act as the City’s financial
plan for the period from July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023. The graphs show the highlights of the total
budget and how each $1 of your property taxes is spent by the City.
 
How are your property taxes spent?
The figure below shows a breakdown of how each dollar collected from property taxes is being spent in
the Fiscal Year 2022-2023. 

Police 28.2% Public Works 20.7%

Park & Rec 9.7%

Administration 8%

Elections 6.1% Fire 5.8%

Miscellaneous 6.18%

Retiree Benefits 5.3%

Utilities 4%

City Debt 4%

Transfer to Streets
2%

$260,000 is budgeted for Park Improvements at Riverside Park, Sports Park,
and McGuire Park.
$70,000 transfer from the General Fund to the Local Street Fund for street
improvement projects.
$130,000 budgeted for Bond Payment for the bond pay for the New City Hall
and Community Room.

$225,000 for resurfacing Turner Street and overhead utility burial on Bridge
Street. 
$40,000 budgeted for payment on the bonds for the Wilson Street
reconstruction.

$230,000 for preventative maintenance and resurfacing residential streets.
The proposed streets or portions of streets scheduled for resurfacing are
Cedarwood, West Dill, West Webb, and Looking Glass Glen.

Quarterly sanitary sewer charges per residential equivalent unit (REU) will be
$72.54 per quarter. This quarterly charge covers the maintenance and capital
expenses associated with the sewer authority, SCCMUA.

General Fund
The millage rate to support the General Fund will remain at 13.00 mills, which is
$13 per $1,000 of taxable property value. The City millage rate has remained
unchanged since 1998. Based on the City’s total taxable value for this budget year,
property taxes will generate $2,400,000 for the General Fund. 
 
Special General Fund Expenditures

 
Major Street Funds

 
Local Street Funds

 
Enterprise Funds (Water and Sewer Fund) 






D e p a r t m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  

Leaf Pick-up

Place unbagged leaves street-side by 7:00 a.m. on each Monday of your scheduled week. Items such as
garden trash, lake leaves, boards, sticks, rocks, and other items that would prevent the leaf vacuum from
easily sucking up leaves cannot be placed in the leaf piles. Due to safety concerns, leaves are prohibited
from being placed in the street. Do not rake leaves into the ditch. All leaves must be placed on the street
edge and reachable by the City leaf vacuum. Bagged leaves will not be removed. Granger will still be
collecting bagged leaves every Wednesday through November 23rd with the yard waste program. 

The week of October 17th is North and South of the river
The week of October 24th is South of the river
The week of October 31st is North of the river
The week of November 7th is South of the river
The week of November 14th is North of the river
The week of November 21st will be North and South of the river

REMINDER – LEAF BURNING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

Christmas Tree Pick-up
Please place your live tree curbside by 7:00 am Monday, January 9, 2023. Trees must be free of nails,
strands, or ornaments, and must not be placed in plastic bags. You may also drop your tree off at the
Department of Public Service garage located at 907 W. Main Street up until Friday, January 13, 2023. 

Granger Composting
The last day for Granger composting is November 23, 2022, and will resume in the spring on Wednesday,
April 5, 2023. 
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d o w n t o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  ( d d a )  

The Farmers Market wraps up for the season on October 18th and we are closing it out big! Bring the
family down to trick-or-treat throughout the market as well as with our downtown businesses. We will
have a DJ, face painting, food trucks, and more! 
Save the Date! The Christmas Market comes back to Downtown DeWitt on Saturday, December 3rd! 

Small Business Day is Saturday 11/26! Head downtown to start your holiday shopping and support our
local businesses!
Join 3 Legged Dog Yoga + Strength Studio for their third annual Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving
morning! 
Bridge & Main Market has 3 upcoming markets they are hosting. 10/8, 11/12, & 12/10

Upcoming DDA Events:

Upcoming Downtown Business Events:

DDA Board Meetings are Mondays at Noon: October 10th, November 14th, & December 12th
For a list of downtown DeWitt businesses and upcoming events, please visit our website at

dda.dewittmi.gov. Also, follow us and all our downtown businesses on Facebook! 

http://www.dda.dewittmi.gov/
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M e e t  t h e  n e w  c r e w

DeWitt Officer - Phil Bailey
Officer Philip Bailey began as a part-time police officer with the City of
DeWitt Police Department and has been employed as a full-time officer
since 2021. Before that, he served as a police officer for the City of Dallas,
Texas Police Department for four years before joining the Lansing Police
Department, where he retired as an officer in 2012. 

DDA Coordinator - Jennifer Roberts
Jennifer is a long-time resident of DeWitt. Before coming to the DDA, she
was the Events and Education Coordinator for the Home Builders
Association of Greater Lansing. 

Administrative Assistant - Paul Nadrowski
Paul is a newer resident of the City, moving here in the summer of 2020.
He worked for the Secretary of State for almost 11 years, with over 10 years
for the Department of State Information Center. 

2022 Ford Explorer - Hybrid Edition
Originally ordered in the spring of 2021, our new cruiser was delayed
because of supply chain issues. It finally arrived this spring, and we are
grateful for the new addition. 

D . A . R . A .  D a t e s  

ACTORS’ WORKSHOP
Actors will develop public speaking skills through
interaction with others along with developing empathy,
using the imagination and improvisation in an
entertaining and learning environment.
Date: October 18 - November 15, 2022
Time: 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Cost: $40.00 per participant

ZUMBA AND ZUMBA GOLD 
DeWitt Area Recreation Authority is offering
numerous Zumba and Zumba Gold classes this fall
from Sept to Nov. 

Please visit www.dewittrecreation.org for more
information. 

PRE K ART: MINI MATISSES
Sign UP youngsters up for an introductory art class.
Children (2-5 years of age) will explore different art
mediums and create beautiful art projects!
Dates: Tuesday, Nov. 15-Dec. 13 
Reg. Deadline: Thursday, Nov. 11 
Morning Class: 9:15-10:00 am
Evening Class: 6:30-7:15 pm
Location: Community Room at Dewitt City Hall 
Cost: $25/res, $40/non-res. Late fee begins November
11th and is an additional $10.00 after deadline. 






1ST-6TH GRADE BASKETBALL
Boys and girls leagues begin this fall.
Games: Sat. mornings, Oct. 22 – Dec. 11 (Extra week
for grades 3-6. No practices or games Nov. 26)
Practices: Begin the week of Oct. 17 
Reg. Deadline: Friday, October 7, 2022
Cost: $38 res, $53 non-res (1st and 2nd grade), $53 res,
$68 non-res (3rd thru 6th grade), additional $10 after
deadline

SPORTS STARTERS
Children ages 3-5 will learn the fundamentals and
rules of soccer, basketball, and FOOTBALL.
Sessions are 45 minutes in length.
Date: Saturdays, Oct. 22-Dec. 3 (will not meet Nov 26)
Deadline: October 17, 2022
Time: 9:30 am-12:00 pm
Location: Valley Farms Community Center
Cost: $38/res; $53/non-res. Late fee starts 10/7/22
Additional $10 after the deadline until full

DROP IN PROGRAMS
Cardio Drumming- Wednesdays
Pickleball- Mon, Wed, & Fri. 

For more information on any of these programs
please call DARA at (517) 482-5117

http://www.dewittrecreation.org/

